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No nominations or volunteers were received from the membership as possible can- 
didates for officers of the EAC. Consequently, the following officers will serve for the 
ensuing year: 


Herbert A. Silberman, Maplewood, N. J. 
Robinson S. Brown, Jr., Louisville, Ky. 
J. Robert Parson, College Park, Ga. 
Warren A. Lapp, M.D. , Brooklyn, N. Y. 
William J. Parks, Orlando, Fla. 


President 
Vice-President 
Secretary 
Corres. Sec'y 
Treasurer 


This issue contains an up-to-date roster of the membership. Only those in good 
standing are listed. 

Several vacancies in the Charter Membership have developed, and these have been 
filled, on executive order, by those who have been most active in the EAC and who have 
contributed most generously of their time, money, and effort to furthering the purposes 
of the Club and PENNY-WISE. However, a great number of Charter Members have 
shown little or no interest in the EAC during the past year; and by the next issue, it is 
expected that a great number of Charter Memberships will be available to those holding 
EAC membership 94 and beyond. 

The Editorial Staff of PENNY-WISE remains the same except that Walter Breen 
is added to "Contributing and Consulting Editors". Despite his busy schedule, Mr. 
Breen has been invaluable in advising and suggesting material for use in the Bulletin 
and as a consultant. 


Members are invited to contribute original material for publication in the 
Bulletin. Letters from the membership, pro and con , are heartily welcomed. Mater- 
ial for listing under "Swaps and Sales" is earnestly solicited. Why not list your duplicates 
for sale or trade ? 


Don’t forget to send Bill Parks a check for $6. for your token if you haven't done 
so already. Members are invited to buy extra tokens if they so wish. 

The officers and the staff of PENNY-WISE wish all of you a very pleasant summer. 

The next issue of PENNY-WISE is scheduled for September 15. 
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A LATTER DAY LARGE CENT 
by Capt. John D. Wright 

‘ m. 

The EAC token, produced by the Metal Arts Company of Rochester, N. Y. , was 
delivered to the club on May 1, 1968 to the quantity of 293 pieces, serially numbered. The 
first 93 members are inscribed CHARTER MEMBER within the reverse wreath, and the 
remaining pieces (94-293) are inscribed MEMBER within the wreath. All devices are in 
relief except the inscription within the wreath and the number below the wreath, which are 
incuse . 

The tokens were struck from bronze, edges are plain, and borders are beaded as 
on cents of 1793. (Cents after 1793 have a dentilated border. ) The token's weight is 160 
grains. (A post-1795 large cent weighs 168 grains. ) Diameter is 28 1/2 mm. and thick- 
ness is about 1 1/2 mm. , which makes the token comparable to a post-1795 cent. The 
finish is antiqued and brushed, and die alignment is head-to-head (the top of both faces 
being opposite one another, unlike U.S. coins). The initials of the engraver, "J.N." 
for James Nordquist" appear on the truncation at the bust. 



To date, there have been only two complaints from the membership about these 
tokens, and both concerned the dour look on Miss Liberty's face. Perhaps this expression 
is attributable to Miss Liberty's 111-year interment, 1857-1968. 

The American Numismatic Society has requested a specimen of the EAC token for 
its collection, and piece No. 293 has been donated to the Society. 

As of June 30, 62 tokens have been ordered by the membership. One member has 
ordered more than one specimen. 

Any member of the EAC in good standing is eligible to order one or more of these 
tokens at $6. each, postpaid. All orders will be filled immediately with the token corres- 
ponding to the purchaser's membership number. Orders for additional tokens will be 
filled from the high end of the series (270-290 ). Checks should be made payable to Early 
American Coppers Club and should be mailed to William J. Parks, P.O. Box 7134, 
Orlando, Florida, 32804. 
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EAC MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 


Acevedo, Alexander 
Altman, Brian 
Aylward, Thomas G. 

Bane, Curtis G. 

Banning, Douglas 
Bates, Alan G. 

Blaisdell, Willard 
Bland, Del 
Blood, Chas. A. 

Borda, Daniel J. 
Boardman, D. V., M.D. 
Borhek, John E. 

Bost, W. E. 

Breen, Walter 
Bressett, Ken E. 

Brown, Albert E. 

Brown, Robinson S.,Jr. 
Burbank, John A. 
Burress, Rod 
Butcher, Adam 

Cain, Mrs. Vera M. 
Carter, Robert P. 
Carter, Robert S. 
Chatham, Raymond 
Collins, Jack 
Cooper, J. M. 

Cooper, J. M. , Jr. 
Corson, Allen 
Craven, Henry D. 

Cuddy, Harold W. 

Davis, Chas. E. 
DeBorde, Nolan L. 
DeVorkin, Jerry B. 
Dickler, Barton 
Dunkle, Heber H. 

Eaton, Nat 
Ebert, Burton L. 

Feather, J. A. 

Fellows, R. W. 

Fowler, Raymond B. 
Funk, Chas. E., Jr. 

Gill, Gordon 


4329 Eds on Avenue, Bronx, N. Y. 10466 
1 South Street, New Haven, Conn. 06519 
1759 N.W. 30th Street, Miami, Fla. 33142 

911 Brandies, Panama City, Fla. 32401 
P. O. Box 285, Pasadena, Calif. 

Box 1596, RD #2 , Hockessin, Del. 19707 
846 Magie Avenue, Elizabeth, N. J. 07028 
1049 Hazelwood Avenue, San Jose, Calif. 95125 
North New Portland, Maine 04961 

Oakhill Apts . E315, Hagys Road, N., Narberth, Pa. 19072 

1455 East Burns Valley, Winona, Minn. 55987 

130 King Philip Street, South Weymouth, Mass. 02190 

9 Hoyle Street, Maiden, N. C. 28650 

c/o Lester Merkin, 65 East 56th Street, NYC, N. Y. 10022 
c/o Western Publishing Co. , 1220 Mound Ave. , 

Racine, Wisconsin 53404 
P.O. Box 588, Manchester, Ga. 31816 
P.O. Box 1080, Louisville, Ky. 40201 
2529 Dexter Street, Denver, Colo. 80207 
123 Terrell Road, Apt. 3, San Antonio, Texas 78209 
21 Beechwood PL, Massapequa Park, N. Y. 11762 

9287 - 63rd Street, Riverside, Calif. 92509 

10 Star Avenue, Middleboro, Mass. 02346 
408 S.W. 2nd, Portland, Oregon 97204 
P.O. Box 272, Lawson, Missouri 64062 
2480 Indiana Avenue, South Gate, Calif. 

1110 Oklahoma Street, Kannapolis, N. C. 28081 
1110 Oklahoma Street, Kannapolis, N.C. 28081 
P.O. Box 280261, Miami, Fla. 33138 
1601 Burnham Street, Orlando, Fla. 32808 
547 State Street, New Haven, Conn. 06500 

P.O. Box 366, South Hamilton, Mass. 01982 
808 S. Sherman, Richardson, Texas 75080 
P.O. Box 128, Mishawaka, Indiana 46544 
1569 Ocean Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 11230 
95 Ardsley Road, Scarsdale, N. Y. 10583 

P.O. Box 252, Stoneham, Mass. 02180 
P.O. Box 1205, Winter Park, Fla. 32789 

P.O. Box 168, Hobart, Indiana 46342 
Box 5127, Santa Monica, Calif. 90405 
182 "A" Northeast Road, APO, N. Y. 09845 
P.O. Box 56, East Granby, Conn. 06026 

3614 Spring Trail, Madison, Wisconsin 53711 
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Gordon, C . F. , Jr. 
Gould, Maurice M. 


P.O. Box 1944, Orlando, Fla. 32800 
Box 2407, Sepulveda, Calif. 91343 


Haas, Charles S. 
Haggarty, Lt. Col. 

E. L. Ted 
Hardesty, Carl D. 
Harnack, Gordon 
Hazelcorn, Howard 
Heinig, Chas. F. , M.D. 
Hopkins, Wm. E., M.D. 

Jackowski, Walter 
Johnson, W. E. 

Kagin, A. M. 

King, Harrison 
Kohler, Paul E. 

Lance, N. Dale 
Lapp, Warren A., M.D. 
Latham, Charles S. 
Leavitt, Walter D. 
Loring, Denis W. 


Lutz, Wendell R. 

McNair, Conrad B. 
Merkin, Lester 
Modarelli, Anthony 
Munson, Paul 

Naftzger, R. R. , Jr. 
Nilson, Lawrence A. 
Norwood, James K. 

Palmer, 1st Lt. 

Darwin B. , Jr. 
Parks, William J. 
Parson, J. Robert 
Paschal, Mrs. 

Dorothy I. 

Patterson, G. M. 

Peddie, Wm. C. 

Pfeffer, Milton B. , Esq. 

Ramont, George 
Rattner, Jos. W. 
Reifinger, Jack M. 
Reiver, Jules 


215 Liston Ave., Wilmington, Del. 19804 
4154 Lancaster Avenue , Newburgh, N. Y. 12550 

Orchard Island, Rte. #2, Lakeview, Ohio 43331 
361A Easy Street, Mt. View, Calif. 94040 
166 West 44th Street, NYC, N. Y. 10036 
3301 Millpond Road, Charlotte, N.C. 28207 
Rt. 3, Bellewood Road, Anchorage, Ky. 40223 

121 Quaker Road, Pomona, N. Y. 10970 
P.O. Box 712, Boulder City, Nevada 89005 

400 Royal Union Bldg., Des Moines, Iowa 50309 
Sherry Apts., 5300 South Shore Drive, Chicago, 111. 60615 
341 Walsh Road, Atherton, Calif. 94025 

23 Intervale Ave. , So. Farmingdale, L.I., N. Y. 11735 
731 East 22nd Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 11210 
802 Fenton Road, Marion, Indiana 46952 
39 Cherryfield Drive, West Hartford, Conn. 06107 
From June 1: 160 Sackville Rd. , Garden City, N.Y. 11530 
After Sept. 15: Quincy 305, Harvard College, 

Cambridge, Mass. 02138 
Box 111, RR #9, West Lafayette, Indiana 47906 

P.O. Box 1364, Macon, Georgia 31202 
65 East 56th Street, NYC, N. Y. 10022 
1473 Cloverfield Drive, Akron, Ohio 44321 
133 Roxbury Street, Keene, N. H. 03431 

9601 Wilshire Blvd., Beverly Hills , Calif. 90210 

P.O. Box 205, Yorktown Heights, N.Y. 10598 

P.O, Box 17353, Central Station, Fort Worth, Texas 76102 

Preventive Medicine Div., Womack Army Hospital, 

Ft. Bragg, N. C. 28307 
P.O. Box 7134, Orlando, Fla. 32804 
1318 Womack Avenue, Rear, East Point, Ga. 30044 
790 Riverside Drive, NYC, N. Y. 10032 

3 Greenwood PI. , Menlo Park, Calif. 94025 
3902 Pine Ave., Newportville, Penna. 19056 
1 East 57th Street, NYC, N.Y. 10022 

1400 Jefferson Ave. , Woodlyn, Penna. 19094 
25851 Ivanhoe Road, Huntington Woods , Mich. 48070 
502 DimmickAve., Cincinnati, Ohio 45246 
1802' Forrhst Road, Wilmington, Delaware 19803 
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Rhodes, David 55 Edgemoor Rd. , Apt. 6, Clifton Park, Wilmington, Del. 19802 

Rinehart, Chas. E. P.O. Box 74, Gotha, Fla. 32734 

Ruby, Charles L. 308 North Marwood, Fullerton, Calif. 92632 


Sanders, O. M. 

Sartoris, Kenneth 
J., M.D. 

Schoenberger, A. E. 
Schreuder , John A . 
Sheldon, William 
H. , M.D. 

Shindler, Alan 
Silberman , Herbert A . 
Skiendzielewski, Charles 
Starr, Floyd T. 

Stein, H. J. , M.D. 
Stillwell, Capt. 

Charles E. 

Sullivan, Jeremiah 


P.O. Box K, Albany, Ga. 31702 

149 N. Brandywine Ave. , Schenectady, N. Y. 12307 

12920 Nicollet Avenue , Burnsville, Minn. 55378 
197 Carolos Drive, Martinez, Calif. 94553 
790 Riverside Drive, NYC, N. Y. 10032 

7228 Earhart Blvd. , Suite 201, New Orleans, La. 70125 
174 Maplewood Avenue , Maplewood, N. J. 07040 
4517 Uber Street, Philadelphia, Penna. 19140 
1778 East Willow Grove, Philadelphia, Penna. 19118 
6917 Florissant Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63136 
Box 3323, Grand Forks AFB, N. Dak. 58201 

506 Eleventh Street, Brooklyn, N. Y'. 11215 


Tavares, Mat P.O. Box 152, Millis, Mass. 02054 

Trychel, Stanley R. 515 E. Weber Street, Toledo, Ohio 43608 


Van Cleave, Philip F. P.O. Box 1598, Carlsbad, N. M. 88220 

Van Doren, George L. 1934 E. Avalon Dr., Phoenix, Ariz. 85016 


Waitt, Norman T. 

Ward, John M. , Jr. 
Waterman, R. C. 
Weaver, Douglas 
Wentzel, Alton A. Ill 
Williamson, Raymond H. 
Win don, Carl 
Wolf, Thomas P. 

Woolf, Basil 
Wright, Capt. John D. 
Wrubel, Gordon J. 


36 Grant Road, Lynn, Mass. 01904 

P.O. Box 14296, Houston, Texas 77021 

Gulf Road, R.D. #1, Northfield, Mass. 01360 

1105 W. Walnut Street, Nappanee, Indiana 46550 

RD #6, Carlisle, Penna. 17013 

933 Rothowood Road, Lynchburg, Virginia 24503 

9760 Burgos Ave. , Oakland, Calif. 94605 

420 N.E. 7th Avenue, Hialeah, Fla. 33010 

607 Rama po Avenue, Pompton Lakes, N. J. 07442 

6 02 0B Maine Road, Plattsburgh AFB, N. Y. 12903 

8415 Weil, Center Line, Mich. 48015 


Young, John W. Warner Road, Bridgewater, Conn. 06752 

The above list contains the names of all those members who have paid their dues and 
are in good standing. 


If your name is not on the above list, and you have paid your dues of $10. , please 
contact the Secretary, Mr. J. Robert Parson, immediately. Otherwise, you will not 
receive any further copies of PENNY-WISE. 

Because of the high cost of printing up the copies of PENNY-WISE and the high post- 
age rates to mail it, it is necessary that the EAC limit its mailings to only those members 
who are in good standing. Because of the very nature of the EAC, disinterested members 
will be asked to resign. 
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COUNTERMARKS ON U.S. LARGE CENTS 

A «r 

by Warren A. Lapp, M.D. 

Counterstamped large cents have long been regarded by both collectors and dealers 
as forms of mutilated or defaced coins. As such these coins rarely are offered in regular 
listings or auction sales, and then usually at a lower premium - about half the price, or 
even less, of an unmutilated coin of similar variety and grade. Where the listing of 
countermarked cents is necessary, they are listed more or less in an apologetic manner. 
Coin dealers whose stock include these oddities often find such cents drawing dust in 
their cabinets for months, even years, before a customer can be found for them. 

1,2 , 3,4 

In recent years several notable and worthwhile articles and monographs 
about counterstamps have appeared which have tended to stimulate general interest in 
countermarked coins. Although the popularity of counterstamped coins is on the increase, 
it is only an occasional collector who makes a specialty of accumulating such specimens. 

However, like the early American coppers from which they originate, counter- 
marked large cents represent an important phase of Americana; and they add their own 
personalities and histories to the coins so marked. 

Q. David Bowers recently reported 5 that he once owned 600 or so U. S. large 
cents with different countermarks, a collection which he sold about 1958 to a gentleman 
from New Jersey who probably still owns it. Bowers stated that he became interested 
in countermarks and did considerable research on them. In addition to identification of 
those countermarks indicating coins provisionally used in areas outside the United States, 
Bowers was able to identify others by checking the registries of pewter and silver hall- 
marks as well as listings of gun makers' marks. 

One of the early articles devoted to counterstamped large cents was written by^ 
Maurice M. Gould in 1947, in which he listed 67 different varieties of countermarks . 

A second article appeared ten years later, wherein he added 8 varieties collected from 
Adams' book on U.S. STORE CARDS (1920) and 40 additional varieties not previously 
listed by him 2 . In the excellent trial list prepared in 1962, Duffield catalogued 86 
different types of counterstamped large cents comprising more than 187 different varia- 
tions, including some of the specimens previously reported by Gould . 

In a recent survey of advertisements and catalogues of auction sales or mail bids, 
this author has collected records of 72 additional counterstamped large cents. A few 
are duplicates of previous listings, in which case they are starred with an asterisk (*). 
Most have not been previously reported. All are listed here, to be added to the ever- 
growing list of countermarked large cents. 

As pointed out by both Gould and Duffield, there were a number of basic reasons 
for large cents to be counterstamped: 
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I. to indicate official sanction, or adoption .as legal specie, by a government other than 
the United States; 

II. to use the coin as an advertising medium; 

III. for personal reasons such as vanity or experimentation; and 

IV. for the testing of new dies by trial punches to determine the quality of impression 
which the die would make. 

I. TO INDICATE OFFICIAL SANCTION: 

Some governments, especially those in the West Indies and South America, resorted 
to this practice of makeshift coinage because they lacked the facilities for melting down 
the old coins, fashioning new planchets, and stamping them as coins of the realm. By 
counter stamping a coin, a government insured circulation within a particular designated 
area, as well as guaranteeing the coin's value at a certain fixed figure. 

Gould and Duffield previously have reported large cents counterstamped for the 
following countries: 

Brazil, Canada, Chile, Curacao, Danish West Indies , Guadeloupe, 

Haiti, Liberia, Martinique, Mexico, Paraguay, San Domingo, Spain, 

St. Bartholomew, St. Lucia, St. Martin, St. Pierre, Tobago, and Vieque. 

Gould also noted one large cent which had been counterstamped for use as a 
Mexican hacienda token. 


To the above list is added the following: 


1 . 

1796 

C/S 

"IW" in oblong for Windward Islands EF 

(18) 

2. 

1797 S-136 

C/S 

Cross within a circle, for general use in West Indies 

(12) 

3. 

1798 S-179 

C/S 

"St. Bartholomew" VF 

(19) 

4. 

1798 

C/8 

"I.H." in notched square for St. Helena 





(African coast ) VG 

(18) 

5. 

1802 

C/S 

"S-L" in oval, for St. Lucia VF 

(18) 

6. 

1802 

C/S 

on rev.: large "S.M." in notched square, for 





St. Martin EF 

(18) 

7. 

1803 

C/S 

"I. -B. " in oblong, for Barbados. Coin worn, 





scarce. 

(18) 

8. 

1811 

C/S 

Large "N", for Santo Domingo 

(18) 

9. 

*1817 

C/S 

"R.F." for Guadeloupe 

(18) 

10. 

*1817 

C/S 

"R.F." for Guadeloupe VF 

(19) 

11. 

1817 

c/s 

Four wedges on obv. and rev. for general use 





in West Indies 

(18) 

12. 

1818 

c/s 

"R.F.", also "A.N.G." Also large deep "J.H." 





For Guadeloupe F 

(18) 

13. 

1820 

c/s 

Large "S.H." in heart, for St. Helena, African 





coast. VF 

(18) 

14. 

1821 

c/s 

"CL" in square, for Ville du Cap, Haiti 

(18) 

15. 

1839 

c/s 

Star with 12 rays for Vieque (Crab Island) F 

(18) 
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The number at the end, enclosed in parentheses, refers to the dealer who ad- 
vertised the coin. The list of dealers is included at the end of this paper. Where stated 
in the advertisement, the grade of the coin is given. C/S stands for counterstamp, 
while C/M is a symbol for countermark. 

II. AS AN ADVERTISING MEDIUM: these fall into five categories, listed below as 

A through E : 

A. Many merchants counterstamped coins as store cards because it was a cheap 
way to advertise on a nation-wide basis. Some merchants offered to redeem the coins in 
trade, while others used the coin as an admission ticket to theaters or sporting arenas. 

Some examples of such countermarks listed by Gould are: "J. &I. Cox", who were 
New York silversmiths about 1844; on an 1800 cent, "Baldwin and Jones", who were 
Boston silversmiths c. 1813; on an 1818 cent, "C. Warner", standing for Caleb Warner, 
a silversmith from Portsmouth, New Hampshire who lived 1784-1851. Gould also notes 
more than thirty different dates from 1816 to 1857 bearing the C/S "Devine and Bolton", 
who were druggists in Montreal, Canada. 

One of the cents in Gould's collection has "Empire Theater" counterstamped on 
the obverse and "Immense Success" counterstamped on the reverse. Gould suggests that 
this coin may have been used for admission to the theater. 

Duffield lists, amongst others, an 1805 cent countermarked "J.F. McKinney, 
Gunsmith, Saco"; an 1849 cent counterstamped "E.M. Glynn, Gunsmith"; one, date 
unknown, C/S "P.E. Ballou, Phrenologist"; and an 1835 cent C/S "Whitten's Golden 
Salve". He reports three U.S. cents dated 1827, 1852, and 1853 bearing the C/M 
"Devine and Bolton". 

To this series add: 

16. 1807 C/S "E. & J. Evans, Rochester" in a notched oblong on the 

reverse. VF (18) 

B. Some large cents were counterstamped with patriotic legends such as: 

17. 1798 S-156 C/S "Beautiful America" on rev. F ( 2) 

Duffield reports a large cent bearing the countermark "Union For Ever" with a 
flag on a Liberty Pole flying to the right. He also lists a 1794 cent countermarked with 
a heraldic eagle bearing a shield on the breast. 

C. Many cents were used by political parties and counterstamped with political 
slogans. Most common of these is "Vote The Land Free", a slogan used by the free 
Soil party during the campaign of 1848. The candidate of the Free Soil party, Martin 
Van Buren, was defeated in the election by Zachary Taylor. Duffield lists cents of 
1837, 1841, 1843, and 1846 countermarked with "Vote The Land Free". 

The author adds the following: 
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18. 1822 C/M "Vote The LandFr.ee" , F (H) 

19. *1843 C/M "Vote The Land Free" ( 3 ) 

Gould reports two rare pieces, one over-struck with the head of Ulysses S. Grant, 

another bearing the countermark "Grant", both of which were used in that political campaign. 

D. Some cents were stamped with the names of states or cities. Duffield reports 
an 1832 cent counterstamped "N. York" and an 1802 cent with the C/M "N. York" on the 
obverse and an eagle and a stack of grain on the reverse. 

Gould reports finding "Boston” counterstamped on one large cent and "Springfield" 
on another . 

To these can be added: 

20. 1828 N-6 C/3 "OREGON" ( 13 > 

E. Fraternal organizations also made use of counterstamped large cents. Some 
were counterstamped with Masonic insignia and used as pocket pieces commonly known 

as Masonic pennies. Gould's earlier article shows a plate of an 1827 cent counterstamped 
with the Masonic emblem, and Gould notes that this is a very rare countermark. Even 
the Ku Klux Klan is said to have counterstamped large cents. 

III. FOR PERSONAL REASONS: These fall into two categories , listed A and B. 

A. A number of large cents were counterstamped with names, for personal 
reasons like the Short-Snorter bill of World War II, or like putting a note bearing one's 
name and address into a bottle and then tossing it into a river or the ocean. 

Duffield reports that many of these large cents counterstamped with names can be 
traced back to Ben Parker of Bangor, Maine. Parker operated a brass foundry and did 
metal working, such as repairing brass knuckles and ornaments for harness, locks, and 
lamps. It was Parker's custom to counterstamp his name on cents and pass them out to 
his customers. Likewise, on request, he would counterstamp other names or initials onto 
copper cents for his customers and friends. J. W. Strange, a brass founder, die sinker, 
and stencil maker also from Bangor, carried on a similar custom for his patrons and 
friends. Strange's countermarks were more artistic and usually done in small script 
letters . 

Some of the coins counterstamped with names may actually be store cards. 


To this list, the author adds the following: 


21. 

1798 

C/S 

"L. Alden" 

(15) 

22. 

1802 S-242 

C/3 

"II. SCURR" 

(13) 

23. 

1807 

C/S 

"Riggs" on both obv. and rev. VF 

(10) 

24. 

1811 S-295 

C/S 

"J. H. Strong" on rev. G 

(22) 

25. 

1819 

c/s 

"F. Vache" on obv. G 

(10) 

26. 

1831 

C/S 

"J. M. ( ? ) McCrory" on rev. 

(23) 

27. 

1834 

C/S 

"C. Norton" F , 

(16) 

28. 

1835 

C/S 

"A. W. Mason" in half circle on obv. 

(23) 
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29. 

1835 

C/S 

"J.C. Smith" logotype on obv. 

(23) 

30. 

1841 

C/S 

"W.C. Gourle ( ?)" 'logotype, obv. and rev. 

(23) 

31. 

1842 

C/S 

"I.G. Fardon" F/VF 

(16) 

32. 

1845 

C/S 

"G.O. Preston", logotype, obv. and rev. 

(23) 

33. 

1848 

C/S 

"J. McEntel", logotype, obv. 

(23) 

34. 

1850 

c/s 

"N. Eaton", logotype, obv. 

(23) 

35. 

1852 

c/s 

"R. Speer", logotype, twice plus on obv. 

(23) 

36. 

1830 

c/s 

"Dr. G. G. Wilkins" 

( 1) 

37. 

1837 

c/s 

"Dr. G. G. Wilkins" (holed) 

( 3) 

38. 

1847 

c/s 

"Dr. G. G. Wilkins" See Bibliography, Item 6. 


39. 

1857 

c/s 

"Dr. G. G. Wilkins" 

(15) 


The cents bearing the countermark "Dr. G. G. Wilkins", stamped in a semi-circle, 
are very common. This countermark has also been found on copper-nickel cents, Flying 
Eagle cents, a three cent silver coin, and an 1833 half dollar. Dr. Wilkins was a 
Ph ilade lph ia phys ic ian . 


Lot 708 in the New Netherlands 59th sale in June, 1967 contains seven counter- 
stamped large cents which are listed above and one counterstamped half cent. The coins 
were graded from Fair to Fine . 

Duffield reports an 1803 cent bearing the C/S "L. Alden". 

Item 24 in the above list is a coin in the author's collection. Although it appears 
to be an 1811, the coin was altered from the 1814 3-295. The countermark is on the 
reverse of the coin. 

Item 22 bearing the C/M "II. SCURR” may be an English counterstamp for a 
Thirsk Association token. Duffield reports another cent bearing the C/M "SCURR 
THIRSK” representing this association. 

Editor's Note: Nat Eaton, EAC 148, of Stone ham, Massachusetts undoubtedly 

would find Item 24 above, of some interest to him. Duffield also lists a cent counter- 
stamped "H. Eaton". 

B. Initials also appear frequently as countermarks on large cents. Gould suggests 
that the custom of putting one's initials on a large cent might stem from the old proverb: 
"A bad penny always turns up". By initialing the coins with a counterstamp, the owner 
would make the coins "bad", thereby insuring their return to him. 

Duffield lists a 1793 cent with the countermark "G. W." (for George Washington?). 
However, he adds that the countermark "G. W." has also been found on other denomina- 
tions. He suggests that the initials were for some particular purpose rather than a mere 
mutilation of the coins . 



The author has collected records of the following: 


40. 

1796 

Draped Bust cent, initialed but not identified. 

(23) 

41. 

1809 

C/S "M" on Liberty's head. G, but dark, rough 

(12) 

42. 

1819 N-6 

C/S "JB" 

(13) 
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43. 

1823 

Initials in field but not identified G 


(14) 

44. 

1823 

C/S "S & D" in monogramscript by logotype on obv. 

F 

(23) 

45. 

1826 

C/S "W.F.G." on obv. G 


(14) 

46. 

1828 

C/S "MMB" on rev. Unc. 


(17) 

47. 

1832 

C/S "BC" on obv. AU 


(17) 

48. 

1835 

C/S "JHS" as a continuous line monogram in a circle 

Fair 

(23) 

49. 

1845 

C/S "A.C.W." on obv. VF 


(14) 

50. 

1848 

C/S "SLG" on rev. 


(13) 


Several large cents have just an "X" for the countermark: 



51. 

1793 

On the reverse. Fair, dull date 


( 9) 

52. 

1817 

C/S "X" in circle on rev. VF 


(23) 

53. 

1821 

On the obverse. Fine 


( 7) 


Item 

52 listed above, included in the New Netherlands' sale, could well be 

a spec! 


men eountermarked for use in the West Indies . 


Lot 709 of the New Netherlands' 59th sale listed a total of 20 different minor coins 
counterstamped with initials, numerals, or symbols. Thirteen of the lot were large cents, 
of which four are included in the above list. Nine large cents were not identified as to date 
or type of countermark. 

IV. FOR TESTING OF NEW DIES: 

These eountermarked coins undoubtedly were the work of jewelers, silversmiths, 
gun makers , and die punchers . 

To this category, the author adds the following: 


54. 1793 S-6 C/S large "A" back of head on obv. ; crossed daggers 

at OF on rev. (20) 

55. 1820 C/S Cut triangle on reverse VG ( 8) 

56. 1826 C/S "MELTED" twice on obv. G (14) 

57. 1838 C/S "T & W" on rev. , with rooster facing right above, and 

arm holding hammer below. Possibly a hallmark, 

but not identified. G/VG (23) 


Some dealers noted in their listings that a particular coin was eountermarked, but 
did not identify it further. In this group are: 


58. 

1807/6 

VG/F 

( 4) 

59. 

1810/9 

G 

( 6) 

60. 

1831 

VF SD, LS, LL 

(21) 


Gould and Duffield report on several other interesting examples of counterstamped 
large cents which are worthy of mention. One cited by Duffield is of great rarity and much 
in demand. This is a large cent with the bust of Washington facing left on one side, and the 
bust of Lafayette facing right and "1824" on the other. Duffield offers two possible explana- 
tions for the over-striking of the coin: (1) When Lafayette and his party visited the U.S. 
Mint in 1824, they were each invited to proffer a coin, which was then counterstamped for 
them from punches especially prepared for the occasion. (2) The cents were prepared 
for tossing from the carriages into the crowds lining the streets as Lafayette and his party 
passed through in procession. 
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Such a specimen was offered in the New Netherlands' 59th sale. The specimen was 
graded as Fine . 

1 J 

Also listed for that sale was an 1848 cent bearing a bust of Franklin in a fur cap, fac- 
ing left, the design being overstruck on the obverse. The cataloguer noted that the die for 
Franklin dated from the Civil War period, but the overstrike was probably done about 
1930-1935. 

Another counterstamp of recent origin is listed by Gould. This countermark is 
"N.E. NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION, 1949". Gould notes that one side of about fifty large 
cents were shaved or ground down, after which the coins were counterstamped, and then 
distributed at that convention . 

Gould also notes that he has seen some large cents which were counterstamped with 
Chinese symbols, suggesting that the coins may have circulated in China at one time before 
being returned to this country. 

In any event, countermarked large cents are a specialty and a variety unto themselves. 
Many of them are fascinating examples, and they deserve your consideration as to whether 
or not you choose to add them to your collection. A number of EAC members already are 
specializing in these oddities. 

REFERENCES TO DEALERS CITED IN TEXT 

1. Woodcliff Investment Corp. , Lodi, N. J. NSM Feb., 1968 P229 

2. O.B. Windau, San Antonio, Texas NSM Feb., 1955 P188 

3. Charles McSorley, Closter, N. J. NSM April, 1968 P586 

4. J. V. McDermott, South Milwaukee, Wise. NSM April, 1955 P508 

5. William C. Behringer, Buffalo, N.Y. NSM April, 1955 P526 

6. Joseph J. Adamski, Naugatuck, Conn. NSM April, 1955 P557 

7. Paramount International Coin Corp. , Dayton, Ohio CW, May 29, 1968 P7 

8. Roy Ballinger, Independence, Mo. NSM Jan. 20, 1955 P96 

9. J.J. Teaparty, Boston, Mass. NSM Oct. 25, 1967 P1782 

10. Robert F. Batchelder, Ambler, Penna. NSM Nov. 25, 1967 P1964 

11. Dellmuth’s Coin Shop, Louisville, Ky. NSM, Oct. 25, 1967 P1838 

12. New Netherlands Coin Co. , NYC Mail bid sale NSM Sept., 1967 P1598-1612 

13. Listing lost. 

14. Chestnut Hill Money Shop, Philadelphia, Pa. Listing for May, 1968 

15. Aaron R. Feldman, NYC Listing for December, 1967 

16. Comet Coin Co. , NYC Listing for January, 1968 

17. Stack's NYC Sale June, 1968 P14; May 2, 1965 sale 

18. Hans N.F. Sehulman, NYC Sale for May, 1968 

19. Hollinbeck-Kagin Coin Co. Mail bid sale, May 6, 1968 

20. W.E. Johnson Listing in PENNY-WISE, Oct. 1967 

21. P. Ellis, Flushing, N.Y. Listing for Jan. , 1968 

22. Author's personal collection. 

23. New Netherlands' 59th Sale Catalogue. 
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LAST ISSUE'S .PENNY QUIZ 


Response to the PENNY QUIZ in P-W 6 was most ungratifying. A response rate 
of only three from over 150 members, or less than two per cent, is most disheartening. 
Sets of collotype plates for Dr. Sheldon's EARLY AMERICAN CENTS (1948) have been 
mailed to the three members: Walter Breen, Bob Carter, Allen Corson. 

Not all of these men answered the requisite eight out of ten correctly, but their show 
of interest is commendable. 

Q 1: Smith of Ann Street: This man's prime claim to fame was his production of 1793 and 

1799 cents from known varieties of other dates. "Smith's counterfeits", as his contem- 
poraries called them, were generally quite well executed; so well, in fact, that Crosby 
considered them significant enough to include in the discussion and plates of his Coinage of 
1793 . 

Smith lived or worked on Ann Street, New York City, around 1859 to 1863. He was 
an engraver, probably a jeweler rather than a portraitist or die cutter. He is best known 
for his engraved alterations of 1794 -5 lettered edge cents to 1793, entirely new heads and 
borders as well as dates being imparted to the coins. They are in lower relief than the 
genuine; the fields are somewhat roughened, and the numerals are not of the style of the 
genuine. Ref Crosby's aforementioned work and correspondence from Walter Breen. 

Q2: The Mint Cabinet collection, except for the counterfeits and the ore specimens, is 

now on display in the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, D.C. , where it remains 
Government property on permanent loan. 

Q 3: The number of cents in a keg varied. Breen's "Coin Hoards" article in the January, 

1952 NUMISMATIST gave the number as 12-18,000 cents per keg, average 14,000. 

Bowers evidently picked up this reference for his "14, 000 cents to the keg" in Coins and 
Collectors . Breen, after studying additional data, states that "as of 1816-20 it was about 
17,000 to 18,000". Credit was given on the quiz for any answer between 12 M and 18M. 

Q 4: The most readily available published accounts of the Nichols find are Breen's 

"Survey of American Coin Hoards" (see Q3) and pages 189-190 of Penny Whimsy , which 
is taken from Breen's article. There are other earlier references, but they are harder 
to come by. Breen's reply to this question sums it up well, so it is quoted below: 

"David Nichols, of 'Gallows Hill', near Salem, Mass. , prior to the Civil War 
released into numismatic circulation the remainder of a find of mint red cents, mostly 
dated 1796-1797, which he had inherited from Benjamin Goodhue via the latter's 
daughters. Goodhue had gotten them from the Mint no earlier than December, 1797, more 
probably in 1798. Commonly ascribed to the Nichols find are the uncirculated specimens 
of 1796 S-119, 1797 S-123, 135; but other varieties are found on the identical sort of 
blanks and may have formed part of the 'find', e.g. rusted die S-104, 114, 118, 136, 

137, 143, 154. The blanks in question were evidently the 'perfect and highly polished' 
consignment from Boulton & Watt of Soho Mint, near Birmingham, England, arriving to 
the weight of 9,856 lbs. per packet 'Adriana' in the latter part of 1797. Delivery 
records show 69,437 cents made up afterwards, initially from this lot of planchets. 
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The cask or wooden box of cents forming the Nichols find probably numbered 5,000 
coins. There are too many bright red Nichols find S-119, 123, 135 around, for 1,000 to 
be a safe guess anymore. I once thought otherwise, but have seen many more in ensuing 
years." 

Q 5: Proof large cents have been catalogued at one time or another for every year from 

1817 through 1857 except 1824 and 1851. Possibly the years 1826, 1839, and 1853 may 
lack Proof specimens also. The most recent reference on this subject is Breen's "U.S. 
Proof Coins 1817-1921", CCJ #148-9, May-Aug. , 1953. This reference was the source 
of the question and gave the above listings, except that 1833 and 1853 were also listed as 
Proofless years. Since that time New Netherlands has sold a true Proof of 1833 N 4. 

E. H. Collins supposedly owned a Proof 1826, Stickney had an 1839 that was sold as a 
Proof, and a Mougey auction in 1908 had an alleged Proof of 1853, but none of these coins 
have been located. Credit was given for any answer containing both 1824 and 1851 and no 
date other than the five listed above. 

Q 6: The reason for the scarcity of S-76a probably lies among the three major hypotheses 

that have been put forth. (1) Official melting: the thick-planchet cents, already coined, 
were held by the Mint awaiting authorization to reduce the cent weight from 208 grains to 
168 grains. The cents were then melted down and recoined. This would be an economy 
to the Mint as each $10. in the old thick, planchets would yield $12.38 in the new, thin 
ones. This was the most widely-held belief until recently. However, it now seems that 
the S-76a's were all sent out to one of the local banks, probably the Bank of the U.S. 

(2) Private melting: what would have been profitable for the Mint would also have been 
profitable for the public. Gresham's Law, in a minimum or words, says that bad money 
drives out the good. (Consider the disappearance of silver coins today, and today there's 
a law against melting coins, which there was not in 1795. ) In fact, with the rising copper 
costs that necessitated the weight reduction, the cents could be melted down and sold back 
to the Mint at a profit. (3) Stoppage of coinage: after the coinage of this variety had 

hardly begun, it was stopped to await authorization for the weight reduction. Of the three 
current "best guesses", the second or third appear to fit the records better. Credit was 
given on the quiz for any one of these three answers, although the question is actually a 
pretty moot one anyway. Sheldon 76a is probably no more than upper Rarity 4. 

Q 7: The "gift" of the whole quiz was still missed by some. Only three years of large 

cent production are known by only one variety. They are 1804, 1806, and 1809. A 
very casual perusal of the Sheldon plates or even just slightly more than a nodding ac 
quaintance with the series should have given this answer to every reader. 

Q 8: This question was poorly stated, for which you have my apologies. A better word- 
ing would have been: "What specific error was committed to produce the 1796 LIHERTY 

and the UNITED of the Three-Error reverse?" Stated thusly, this question becomes 
the other "gift" of the quiz. The answer is that the B punch on the 1796 and the U punch 
on the 1801 were first punched into the die inverted (upside-down) and then overpunched 
with the same character in the correct orientation. An H was not used on the LIHERTY, 
nor was an II on the Three Error. Since the question was poorly stated, credit was 
given for any reasonable guess at what I was looking for. 
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Q 9: The purpose of this question was to see if you were reading your P-W, or just 

collecting it. See P-W 4 (Jan. ’68), page four, second paragraph. There were NO 
large cent dies that suffered date alterations after use. 

Q 10: This question was well-stated, but was poorly read by two of the three respondents. 

The question read "What evidence leads us to believe. . . and there were two items asked 
about. The Nichols find 1796's had to be struck after the date they bear because they are 
on the Boulton and Watt planchets which did not arrive at the Mint until 17 97. The 1798 
S-186 shares the same reverse with the 1799/8 S-188. On the 1799/8 the reverse is 
either perfect or lightly broken. Therefore, the 1798 (8-186) was struck after the 
1799/8 (S-188), which dates it from 1799 or later. 


The PENNY QUIZ in this issue is no easier than the last, but that's what makes it 
challenging. If you don't know the answer, can you find where to look it up? We still 
have several sets of Sheldon's EAC plates and are looking for interested parties to award 
them to. Are you one of the interested ones ? If we have at least ten respondents this 
time we'll give a set of these plates to members sending in what we consider the ten best 
papers . As you can see, mistakes are not being aired by name , so there’s no need to 
fear embarrassment. We're all beginners, some of us have just been "beginning" for 
longer than others . 

1. What eight large cent dies show a letter or number punched inverted and overpunched 
correctly? 

2. What is the "old maid head"? 

3. What other varieties of Fillet Head cents besides the classical "1801 Three Errors" 
could be considered as having a "three error" reverse ? 

4. How would you tell a 1797 cent from an 1801 cent if the dates on both were completely 
obliterated? 

5. What is the "Mouse on Head" variety of large cent? 

6. How many "types" or "major varieties" of 1834 cent are there ? 

7. Who was "the father of the coin trade in America" ? 

8. What does "keg rubbed" refer to? 

9. What is the largest hoard of large cents ever discovered? 

10. What, besides both being overdates, do the 1800/1798 and the 1839/6 large cents 
have in common? 

There it is! Rush your answers to Capt. John D. Wright 

6 02 0B Maine Road 
Plattsburgh AFB, N. Y. , 12903 


POINTERS REGARDING T&E 1838 LARGE CENTS 
by Walter Breen 

The obverses of 1838 N-9, 11, and 13 are all different and the following key 
points enable them to be distinguished. (Newcomb goofed in claiming that N-ll was 
from the same "master die" as N-9; they differ in actuality about as much as do some 
other obverse working dies of the year. ) 

N-9 Similar to N-7 obverse. Left top of E weak. Second 8 high. Develops rim 
breaks (II) below 183, then (III) rarely extended as in Newcomb. 

N-ll Left top of E strong and perfect. Bases of L and E recut; tops of ER apart; 
plain line below L; left top of R shows traces of recutting; base of 3 above 8's; date 
heavy and on sharp specimens shows double punching on all four numerals; top of 1 
double, the extra tip and serif above the main one and considerably smaller. No die 
breaks. Recutting fades on date. 

N-13 Top of E as in N-ll but without recutting on L or E. ER plainly touch at 
tops and bases. R about perfect. Line below L almost invisible. No recutting on date, 
which is thin and weakly punched into die; bases of numerals almost even. Top of 1 
normal, the serif very thin and slanting well down, much more narrow than usual, and 
not wedge-shaped at all. Curls, lower right are always weak as are stars at right. 

Plain center dot, very minute dot just to left, small dot more distant below them. 
Usually perfect die; two known with rim break, one of them in ANS (the N plate coin ), 
uncirculated, the other more worn. 

The order of emission appears to be: 

Group I. Perfect E-s. N-2, 3, 11, 13, '15' (obv. 12, rev. 13), 12. 

Most of these are scarce. Possibly N-2 and/or 3 followed 12. 

Group II. Broken left top of E, on some dies partly repaired. N-5, 8, 

14 ( ?), 9, 10, 7, 4 and 6. The last two have a blunt 1. I have placed a ( ?) after N-14 
because I have not seen the variety and cannot be sure whether or not its reverse is 
different from Newcomb's die I. 

N-12 has a reverse which is a definite deviant from all other 1838's, being more 
like an 1837 die. N-ll is probably early because most of the Proofs of the year were 
made from these dies, and in most years the Proofs came early. Also, the broken 
left top of E appears to represent an injury to the hub, and the uninjured ones would 
have come earlier. 
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ALUMINUM FOIL PRESSINGS 


by Allen Corson 


It is possible to illustrate to another and distant collector a point about a large 
cent without ever sending him the coin. An aluminum foil pressing is the answer. 

Sometimes the foil pressing serves another purpose, where one wishes to designate 
certain areas to be observed but doesn't want to forward the coin itself. 

And where one does forward the coin, the above situations could also involve the 
use of a pressing. Considering that possibility, wouldn't it be better to have a pressing 
for retention in your files at home until such time as the coin is returned? If the press- 
ing is carefully done, the foil will pick up enough detail to transfer specific characteristics 
so that there can be no question about identification. A pressing, in fact, makes a lot of 
sense, for one might want to mail it to an arbitrator. 

Although I lay no claim to "inventing" foil pressings, I have found them useful over 
the past three or four years. Here's how it's done: 

Use either standard or heavy weight aluminum foil, obtainable in any grocery 
store. Also needed are a pair of scissors; some square-edged slip-on pencil erasers; 
Elmer's Glue-All; a stapler; a strong light; and 2x2 coin holders with acetate windows 
big enough to hold large cents. 

From the aluminum foil, cut a square slightly smaller than 2x2 inches. Be sure 
to select a surface in which there are no crinkles. Place the foil over the coin. Either 
the shiny or dull side can be used, although the shiny side reflects too much and the 
greatest amount of detail shows when the dull side up is used. 

Hold the coin and the foil by putting your finger in about the center of the coin, 
e.g. on Miss Liberty's cheek. Don't move your finger from this spot! With the fingers 
of your other hand, gently smooth out the foil in all directions to establish the borders, 
curl, date, etc. , but exert no pressure. 

Then, using the eraser, smooth further, ironing out the wrinkles which will begin 
to develop. As you work one area, look for pressure points elsewhere, smoothing out 
as you go along. 

Now apply pressure. You can apply a surprising amount, and the newer the eraser 
tip, the better the job. Tamp down firmly everywhere, a bit at a time, moving pro- 
gressively through an area. Give any pertinent area top attention. Press down as hard - 
I repeat, press down AS HARD as you can. The foil will not break. 

Soon you will find that the foil has reproduced the hair that is a fair facsimile, an 
eye that looks like an eye, etc. The letters in LIBERTY will be recognizable, pretty 
much as the original, and the date stands out plainly. Fine characteristics such as 
re-cut characters, faint die breaks, even fairly heavy ones if they exist in tight locations, 
will not show on the pressing. 
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Your pressing is now ready for removal from the coin, and this must be done with 
extreme care. Using a 2” x 2” coin holder cut in half, place the white side up and smear 
the cardboard portion with Elmer's Glue-All. Then pick up one corner of the foil im- 
pression and gently edge the pressing into the depression of the window, pressing the foil 
edges onto the glued portion and holding it until the glue sets. Next, glue the white side of 
the other 2" x " half, and press it onto the first half over the centered foil. Put a heavy 
book on top of them to insure their sticking together. 

Then cut a second 2" x 2" coin holder, glueing the white side to the slick side of 
the first half of the 2" x " holder with which you worked. This gives added protection 
to the end product . 

Some prefer simply to staple the two sides, having glued the foil to a 2” x 2" half. 

I prefer the all-glue method. 

I recently found what I thought was an 1830 N-4 l/2 large cent. A number of points 
supported this attribution, but I wanted some one else to verify them. I made an 
aluminum foil pressing, and my foil pressing has little arrows marked on it. These 
serve as a crude guide, highlighting the areas and types of exceptions further described 
in the text accompanying the pressing. If done in any other way, salient points might 
have been overlooked: like the pair of die breaks which angled over the standard inner 
circle; a recut R over and above the standard large E; a doubled chin and upper lip, 
together with a debatable but easily noted extra point on the nose. The simple foil 
pressing with the accompanying arrows is the old story of one picture being worth a 
thousand words . 

Another one of my favorite coins is a Sheldon piece on which the dear lady inherited 
an extra blob of metal on her nose. I have dubbed the specimen both "The Irish Colleen" 
and "The Snub-Nosed Lady". But the blob is there, an exception to the usual specimen, 
and it shows up on a foil impression for anyone to see. 

There is no need to amplify the use of a foil pressing as your receipt for a large 
cent sent afield. That is pure common sense. 

A youngster whom I teach has progressed in a different direction. His folks make 
him keep his coins in a safety vault. He keeps his pressings around the house with him 

though. And they look just fine. 

************ 

(Editors' Comments: Capt. Wright reports that he has been using aluminum foil press- 

ings for some time, ever since he saw an article about them in THE NUMISMATIST 
several years ago. Wright suggests, once the pressing is almost completed, that the 
finger holding the foil in place should be shifted slightly so that one can press out any 
additional markings in that area. The foil is fairly securely anchored in place anyway 
at this point by the pressings. Wright thinks that Corson's method of protecting the 
pressing by enclosing it in a "sandwich" of 2" x 2" holders is an improvement over other 
methods, and he heartily approves of this. All the Editors feel, however, that no arrows 
should be entered onto the aluminum foil itself, as suggested by Corson, since these tend 
to obscure important details. Arrows designating pertinent points can easily be drawn 
onto the white side of the folder after it has been glued on, white side out. ) 


- 125 - 


WALTER BREE^f COMMENTS 


The following are excerpts from a recent letter to Herb Silberman by Walter Breen, 
who commented on the last issue of PENNY-WISE: 

RE: LIBRARY FOR L/C COLLECTORS - Dr. Lapp's library suggestions are reasonable 
enough, though for collectors having not the time to hunt up seldom obtainable books, some 
of these are expendable. No. 4 (Clapp on 1804-1814) adds nothing to the PENNY WHIMSY 
presentation. No. 5 ( Pearl Catalogue ) is probably of some historical interest but again 
adds nothing to the descriptions. No. 6 (Clapp and Newcomb's CENTS OF 1795,6,7 and 
1800) is of use because of the photographic contact prints of the 1800 reverses, which are 
easier to use than some of the collotypes in PENNY WHIMSY. You can take a magnifying 
glass to one of Clapp and Newcomb's plates and see more detail; but try it with PENNY 
WHIMSY and all you see is dots. Try it and see. No. 7 (Venn) is hardly worth it; if 
light reading is worth $10. or so to you, OK, but it’s low priority at best. No. 8 (Olson) 
is tangential. No. 19 (Brown and Dunn) is ENTIRELY UNRELIABLE in illustrations of 
large cent conditions. I've had this quarrel in writing with Ken Bressett already so that 
there is nothing new here; God willing, maybe later editions will be improved. However, 
the B&D grading method is partly at fault in omitting considerations of surface. No. 22 
( Frank H. Stewart on the Mint ): if you can get a copy for $35. , count yourself lucky. 

Much of the edition seems to have been destroyed. Equally relevant is Carother's 
FRACTIONAL MONEY, 1930, now very rare as much of the edition was burnt. Some of 
the best material from both books went into No. 20 (Taxay). 

RE: OVERDATE ARTICLE - Capt. Wright's conjecture that all the 1805-07 pointed 1 

obverses were made together is reasonable enough; it would appear that their common 
origin is a set of punches used originally for 1805-6 half eagles. But the 1807/6 S-272 
obverse, with its blunt 1, might as easily date from 1805 (final digit omitted) as from 
1807. We can never be sure. Serifs on numeral punches went fast. This S-272 is rare 
because the obverse die suffered a severe break, rim to RT to field; Ken Fuller dis- 
covered the unique broken die coin some years ago. S-273 sometimes shows small rim 
breaks, but they were of the usual minor crumbling kind and did not interfere with the 
die's usability. 

RE: RARITY RATINGS - About the report on rarity ratings, one pitfall in this kind of 

research is counting twice the same coin reappearing at different times. The rarity 
revisions in PENNY WHIMSY were based largely though not entirely on my census of 
about 31,500 cents 1793-1814 during the 1955-58 period. These included many low grade 
unattributed coins, some left in the dealer's stock where seen. I pulled out only R-5 to 
R-8 items and not many of those in the lowest grades; in Fair or thereabouts I wouldn't 
buy anything under R-7, save for a few famous ones like 1798 S-149, 1794 Starred Reverse. 
It would have been far more interesting in the present census were all NOT included in my 
1955-59 survey. In more recent years, I'd add the following: 

103 - enough worn ones have shown up to endanger any R-6 rating. 

122 - now low R-6. I once owned seven of these, and saw ten within one 
year. The supply has long since dried up, one might say. 

125 - probably high R-6 now. 

133 - I've seen more than 6 unattributed worn ones since 1958. 

134 - if anything, the rarity rating is low. 


- 126 - 


140 - these have started turning up again; probably will go to R2. 

143 - I've owned a VF and an AU (the latter was on a Nichols Find blank, 

but was weak and full of pre-striking kegmarks. ) 

162 - many, unattributed, worn ones 

197 - I've seen nearly twice as many as 196. I'll have more details in a 

later letter. 

209 - many, unattributed, worn ones. 

244 - is still very scarce; fewer around of late than 245-6-7 . 

245-6-7 - all slightly overrated; too many worn ones have shown. 

262 - I've owned at least 5 , seen at least that many in the last several 

years, all worn. 

RE: 8-289 - Bob Carter's S-289 with stars extended to rim sounds like one of the usual, 

rather indefinite strikes. This phenomenon of extended stars is extremely common on 
half dollars, 1807-36, and is found on many later date cents. 

RE_ REVISION OF NEWCOMB - Jim Johnson may or may not have heard of my long 
term project of writing a revision of Newcomb using an 8-point rarity scale and an 
obverse -reverse designation as in Sheldon. For the years 1816-39, the mating diagrams 
are reasonable enough to aid in tracing style development; after 1840, no. In subsequent 
issues I'll give some of the new results and ask some questions which still separate this 
project from completion (the main one being: where can I find a printer ?) 

RE: THE LATE DATES - "Interesting" varieties , 1816 on ? Good Lord, there are 
hundreds. I'll name only a few of the most outstanding. (Ed. Note: those preceded by 
an asterisk, were cited in the article. ) 

1816 N-9 Widest date. 

1816 N-l-2-3. Closest date. 

1816 N-8 Date 1 8 16. 

1817 N-l-2 Closest date. (N-13 almost qualified here too. ) 

*1817 N-3 Pincer 8. (Half dollar punch. ) 

*1817 N-9 Divided date 18 17. 

1817 N-10 Crowded date. (Stars too close to 1 and 7. ) 

*1817 N-16 15 Stars. 

*1818 N-3-4 Crowded date. 

1818 N-10 Second 18 too low; Randall Hoard. 

1819 N-l Overdate 

1819 N-2 Large date, first 8 new style over old style 8. 

*1819 N-3-4 Crowded date. 

1819 N-5-6 Small close date. The others are wide dates. 

All the 1820's are interesting in one way or another. There are close and wide 
dates for all years through 1830 except 1823. 1820 should be divided for mnemonic 
purposes this way: 

I. Large date, straight tailed R: N-l, 13, 12 , 11, 10, 14, 9. 

The last of these has a curly 2 like the next two. 

II. Small date, straight tailed R: N-7,2,3. 

III. Small date, curly tailed R. Date punches as in 1821. 

N-5,8,6,15, and 4, the last of these with 1822 N-7 reverse. The order of varieties given 
here is the probable order of emission. 

RE: THE 1800 CENTS - Denis Loring's quasi-Audubon key for 1800 cent reverses 
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is OK as far as it goes, but it has left out at least three dies, making matters un- 
necessarily difficult. 

Under 1A add 

( 3 ) first S normal, 11LR stemless, rim break F AME; spike-topped C in CENT - 
S-NC5. 

Change ID to read: top 7 strong above 8 

Under ID (2) add 

E. Last 0 leans left; bar of 7 within 8 

(1 ) Heavy fraction bar, break lower right. S-194 

(2) Very thin, high fraction bar, 11BR small, weak. S-195. 

Reverses K, L, S, V and W of 1800 (S-199,2QQ,211,NC-3, NC-5) are the only 
dies of this year with the spike-topped C of CENT. This defective punch was also used 
on the 1798 reverses O, P, S, V, X and Y, and is plainly visible on the PENNY WHIMSY 
plates. Possibly Denis might have simplified his tabulation by using this criterion. 

************ 

LARGE CENT CORROSION 

Heber H. Dunkle, EAC 38, holds a Master's degree in Metallurgy and he spent 
several years with Phelps Dodge as quality control metallurgist in their wire and tube plants. 

In reply to a question asking for information about corrosion of copper coins, Heber 

said: 

" 'Atmospheric' corrosion is not a subject covered to any extent in the usual 
study of corrosion in metallurgical schools. In my day it wasn't even mentioned 
that I recall. We did learn that copper carbonates were green and copper sul- 
phides were black. No one would believe that copper oxides were red until 
viewed under special lighting conditions. 

At the metropolitan New York EAC meeting in March, Dr. Sheldon 
mentioned the use of household ammonia fumes to clean copper coins. 

Use of this method for cleaning must be done with extreme care if a 'pickled' 
appearance is to be avoided." 

*********** 

A BIT OF HUMOR - W. Elliot Woodward and Ed. Frossard, two famous numismatists, 
were trying to find the world's worst speller. Frossard won with this example: 

"jeune 8t 1880 

Mister froasard if yr stil bi kones mi boi cum acros afin peni that wos dug eout thispring 
herbouts it hus a plane dat 1787 and a hed letrin like con or sumthing likit on totther cide 
he sais hed likter sel if yr ofer is enuf ter bi sumthing he wants mi naber shoed me yr 
papur pies find posteg stomp for repli" 

For those who may have trouble interpreting the above, it can be deciphered as follows. 
"Mister Frossard: If you still buy coins, my boy came across a fine penny that was dug 

out this spring hereabouts. It has a plain date 1787 and a head lettering like CONN or 
something like it on the other side. He says he would like to sell it if your offer is 
enough to buy something he wants. My neighbor showed me your paper. Please find 
postage stamp for reply. " 

T If 

Excerpted from the May, 1880 issue of THE NUMISMA by J. M. Cooper, EAC 46. 
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A STUDY ON OVERDATSD UNITED STATES LARGE CENTS 

Part 4. 

by Capt. John D. Wright 
(All rights are reserved by the author. ) 

181 6 

All varieties of 1816 cents have a lump on top of the loop of the 6. This charac- 
teristic is peculiar to this one year aud is not to be construed as evidence of an under- 
figure. Two obverses of this year (N- 1,2, 3, and 9) have one or more date characters 
slightly recut. There are no overdates of 1816. 

1819 Over 1818 

Two obverse dies of this year originated in 1818. This is evidenced by the large 
characters in their dates, similar to those found on all 1818 cents and unlike the re- 
mainder of 1819 cents. Only one of these (N-l ) is an overdate, although the N-2 develops 
a crumbling at the 9 which gives it a rather convincing appearance of an overdate in its 
later die states. The true overdate has the knob of the 9 widely separated from the loop 
above and the space is clearly bridged by the loop of an undercut 8. Other evidences of 
the underfigure show at the top of the 9. The top of the first 1, while near the bust, is 
not nearly touching as on the N-2. The Overdate has an inner arc line under the denticle 
tips. This line is lacking on the N-2 Large Date. 

Both N-l (the Overdate) and N-2 (the Large Date) are Common. The Large Date 
is seen about twice as often as the Overdate. Three Proof specimens of the N-l Overdate 
are known. Wayte Raymond knew of a Proof specimen of the N-2 Large Date, but to date 
no specimen of this variety has been positively identified as a true Proof. 

1820 Over 1819 

N-l is the 1820 Over 181_ Large Overdate. Breen believes this die to be an unused 
1818 die as it has the large date characters used in that year. No explanation presents 
itself for this die's non-use until 1820 with several new dies being prepared in 1819. 
Perhaps it had been misplaced. 

This die has no identifiable underfigure at the last character, similar to the major- 
ity of the overdates of 1800. The 1 under the 2 is small and does not match the first 1, 
which would seem to imply non -contemporary origin. However, in this case the under- 
figure is even smaller than the Small Date characters and appears to match the pointless 
l's found on some dimes and quarter eagles of the early 1820's. This agreement in size, 
style, and period implies that a dime punch was used (one with the wrong figure at that ) 
and the error corrected with the 2 punch from the large cent set. 

Since five other dies of 1820 have large characters in the date and show no evidence 
of an underdate, it is quite possible that this die originated with them and merely suffered 
a corrected error. This is further borne out by the non -agreement of the first and 
second l’s in the date. Had the second 1 been intentional and contemporary with the first 
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1819 Over 1818 
Newcomb 1 


NOT AN OVEFDATE 

1819 Large Date 
with die crumbling 

Newcomb 2 


1820 Over 181 
Large Date 

Newcomb 1 


1820 Over 1819 
Small Date 


Newcomb 2 


the same punch would have been used on both- Even though the first two characters of 
the date are heavily recut, the figure under the 8 appears to be the same size as the 
overfigure and the figure under the first 1 is only slightly smaller than the overfigure 
and noticeably larger than the second undercut 1. 

Newcomb 1 is identified by noting the large date with the 1 under the center of the 2 
and not reaching all the way to the top of the 2. This variety is Common in most grades, 
and only Scarce in XF or better. One Proof specimen of this variety is known. Probably 
three out of four 1820 overdates are Newcomb 1. The budget-minded individual will find 
this an impressive, inexpensive addition to his collection. 

N-2 is the only true 1820 Over 1819 overdate, as it alone shows traces of an 
identifiable 9 at the final cipher. This die is an unused 1819 die, ground down and corrected. 
The undercut 1 shows slightly left of center of the 2 and extends to the top of that figure. 

The tall of the undercut 9 shows clearly outside the final cipher at lower left and the loop 
of the 9 shows faintly inside the cipher on some specimens. The date characters are 
small. 

This variety is Scarce, probably Rarity 3, and is infrequently seen in grades above 

Fine. 

N-3 is the 1820 Over 181 Small Overdate. This variety is occasionally found mis- 

attributed as "1820 Small Date" since the underfigure is under the back curve of the 2 and 
is not readily noticeable. This oversight would occur less frequently if the Overdate 
carried a higher premium than the Small Date. The small mark that occasionally shows 
beneath the 0 could be remnants of an undercut 9, but not enough shows to say for sure. 
There are no marks inside the final cipher. 

Newcomb 3 appears to be of about equal scarcity as N-2. Although Johnson lists 
this variety as Rarity 1, it is probably R3. It is found in the nicer grades slightly more 
often than N-2. 


1823 Over 1822 

With the increased coinage of coppers begun in 1816, deliveries soon lagged far 
behind production. There were no cent planchets imported between 1821 and 1824 and 
accounts of coined and uncoined copper vs. deliveries leave no alternative to the con- 
clusion that the 1823-dated copper coinage was made in 1824 or later. The 1,225,000 
cents delivered in 1823 probably consisted of coins struck in 1820 and 1821. 

Since no cents were coined in 1823, the existence of a die altered to this date 
presents somewhat of a problem. The fact that two or three Proof specimens are known 
of this variety provides a simple solution to this puzzle. Until 1858 Proof coins weie 
struck individually on order. Probably an unused 1822 cent die was hurriedly altered 
to fill a single order for Proofs in 1823. One of these Proofs is in the National Coin 
Collection at the Smithsonian Institute. This is the third and last overdated large cent 
variety known in Proof. Early (pre-1834) Proofs were apparently only "Specimens" 
of the Mint’s finest striking techniques, and did not necessarily imply excellence in 
engraving. 
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OVERDATES - PLATE 4 



1820 Over 181_ 
Small Date 

Newcomb 3 


1823 Over 1822 
Newcomb 1 


1824 Over 1822 
Newcomb 1,5 


NOT AN OVERDATE 
1825 

with Recut 5 
Newcomb 7 


The 1823 Normal Date die was obviously prepared for use in 1823 after the Proofs 
for that year had been struck, as it surely would have been used for the Proof strikes had 
it been available. With the tremendous backlog of cents on hand it lay unused until 1824 
when it was used unaltered. Why was an 1822 die altered to 1824 while the 1823 was not ? 
Perhaps the 1823 die had been tempered in 1823, rendering it unalterable without risking 
a ruined die. Perhaps the engraver was pressed for time when the 1823 die was needed. 
Perhaps he was just lazy. Any explanation for this singularity can only be conjecture. 

The 1823 Over 1822 has a very clear underfigure, as shown on the Plate (q.v. ). 
The Overdate has an inner arc line under the tips of the denticles extending to the right 
from under the 3 of the date. This variety (N-l) is more common than the Normal Date 
by a small margin. Both are probably Rarity 2 but are usually found below the grade of 
Fine. In XF or better, both 1823’s are Rare. Cents of 1823 are not inexpensive, so it 
is only a small consolation that the Overdate is slightly less expensive than the Normal 
date. 


1824 Over 1822 

There is one overdate of this year, comprising two varieties. One of these (N-5) 
shares the same reverse with the 1823 Normal Date (N-2), the order of emission being 
1823 N-2, 1824 N-5, then 1824 N-l. The 1824 overdated die was lapped after only a 
short use and as a result the underfigure is incomplete and in lower relief on most 
specimens of N-5 and all of N-l. 

The most obvious feature of the 1824 Overdate is the back curve of the 2, which pro- 
trudes from the back of the upright of 4. All specimens show a more or less rectangular 
dot to the left of the foot of 4. Other features such as the front curve of the undercut 2, 
generally show only on better specimens. The reverse of N-l has the twenty-third leaf 
tip centered under the C of AMERICA, while the reverse of N-5 has this leaf tip nearly 
right of the C. 

Newcomb 1 is Rather Common, probably Rarity 2, although Johnson considers it 
Rl. Newcomb 5 was long thought to be nearly Rarity 7, but a more recent census has 
shown it to be much more common. Johnson's R3 rating seems a bit of overcompensation, 
though. This is probably an R4 variety. Neither Newcomb 1 or 5 is common in XF or 
better, and there are probably no more than a half dozen or so N-5's above Fine, includ- 
ing the Mint State -65 specimen in the ANS collection. 

1825 

There are no overdates of 1825. However, Newcomb 7 of this year has the 5 
heavily recut and the underfigure is obvious enough to cause some confusion at first 
glance. The undercut 5 is tilted back toward the 2 and is perfect. Either the 5 punch 
was damaged between blows or a different punch was used for the overfigure, as the top 
of the overcut 5 is broken off and the top of the underfigure protrudes beyond its stub. 

Newcomb 7 is Common. Although this variety is interesting it is not an overdate. 


- 133 - 


OVERDATES - PLATE 5 




1826 Over 1825 
Newcomb 8 


the so-called 
1828 Over 1888" 
(Recut 8) 

Newcomb 6,7 


the "Horned 8" 
of 1833 
(Re cut 8) 


Newcomb 5 


1826 Over 1825 


Contrary to Dr. LaGrange's assertion (1941), Andrews did not mention an 1826 
Over 1825 cent. Evidently the first written reference to this overdate was in a checklist 
by B. B. Green (a Chicago coin dealer) where it was listed in such distinguished company 
as half cents of 1803 Over 1802 and 1805 Over 1803 and an 1802 large cent with one stem 
(non-existent varieties all). Venn listed the 1826 Over 1825 cent without description in 
1915. Wayte Raymond picked up this reference (or possibly some other reference) in 
his 1931 pamphlet on copper coins but did not list the overdate in the STANDARD 
CATALOGUE until 1935, omitting it in the 1932, 1933, and 1934 editions. It is interesting 
that this is one of the very few varieties that was listed but never illustrated in the 
STANDARD CATALOGUE, probably from fear of being called to task for an error. 

Auctioneers were wary of offering any cent as "1826 Over 1825" until the mid-1940's 
because the variety number and even the existence of such an overdate was uncertain. 

After Dr. La Grange' study (1941) they became more emboldened and Newcomb 1 has been 
consistently offered as the Overdate since that time, although Newcomb (1944) disclaimed 
any variety of this year as an overdate. 

Since variety listings in Andrews' works (1881, 1883) invariably began with all known 
overdates of a given year, it was only natural for collectors to assume that A-l was the 
elusive "1826 Over 1825" they had heard about. With this background, their skepticism 
over the validity of this overdate was well-founded. 

Andrews 1 (N-l) cannot, by any stretch of the imagination, be made into an over- 
date. The only peculiarity about its date is a dash (die cut) following the 6. * The 
position of this mark is wrong for an underfigure and its shape does not agree with any 
part of any known digit. Earlier die states of this variety show an additional small dash 
after the top of the 6 (shown on the Plate as a dotted line ), the lower dash heavier, and 
a more complete inner line around the border (the line broken only under the 1 ). This 
additional mark is also unconvincing as a date remnant. The 6 on this die is perfect with 
no hint of recutting or failure in any die state. Specimens showing only one dash after 
the date have a conspicuous rim break over the sixth star. 

There must be some explanation for the original listing of an "1826 Over 1825". 
Higher prices realized for "overdates" supplied the incentive, but some variety of 1826 
had to show evidences of a supposed underfigure to justify this claim, and these evidences 
had to be very convincing for this "overdate" to gain wide recognition in spite of flat 
refusals of its existence. 

An examination of the other seven known varieties of 1826, plus Andrew's description 
of "A -2" (which is not only unclear, but contradictory between his first and second 
publications) produces only three candidates for this dubious honor: Newcomb 6 3/4, 8, 

and 9 State IV. Numbers 6 3/4 and 9 State IV have the 26 slightly doubled, as with the 
double profiles of 1816-1835 ( produced by die chatter). Doubled figures (with the 
underfigure identical to the overfigure) do not make very convincing "overdates", 
especially when other nearby parts of the design are similarly doubled, as is the case 
with these two variants. 
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Hence Newcomb 8 (then known as "Andrews 8 y ) was apparently the one that started 
the "1826 Overdate" question, as it can be seen as an overdate with very little imagination 
and is common enough to keep this "overdate" in the public eye in spite of firm statements 
of its non-existence. 

The discoverer of this "overdate" was obviously unfamiliar with Andrews' works or 
he would have identified the "overdate" as A-8 at the outset, thus robbing future generations 
of many pages of heated debate. 

Newcomb mentions the traces under the top curve of the 6 by stating "generally 
there is a slight crumbling of obverse die inside top of figure 6". The truth of the matter 
is that this "crumbling" is present on adl known specimens of N-8 and that no progression 
of the crumbling is known. Recent examination of Uncirculated and near -Uncirculated 
specimens (which are quite rare ) has brought other traces of the undercut 5 to light, 
finally laying to rest the 1826 Overdate controversy. The Overdate, does exist and is 
legitimate. Its "re -discovery" is credited to Henry Hines or Homer Downing in the very 
late 1940's or 1950. 

Even so, longstanding opinions die hard, and many collectors still disclaim the 
1826 Overdate. Newcomb 1 is still frequently offered as the Overdate in an effort to 
squeeze a few extra dollars from this common variety. More often ignorance is the cul- 
prit in miscataloguing this variety, as the illustration shown in the GUIDE BOOK for the 
Overdate is Newcomb 1, while the Overdate (N-8) is shown with the caption "1826 Wide 
Date" in both the GUIDE BOOK and the most recent STANDARD CATALOGUE (probably 
because N-8 has its date rather widely spaced and is much more common than the N-7 
Wide Date ). 

The 1826 Over 1825 has the date spaced 1 8 26 and has no inner line around the 
border. The top of the undercut 5 shows clearly inside the top of the 6 and there is 
occasionally a tiny triangular chip below the knob of the 6*. On a few better specimens 
the knob and point of the 5 can be seen outside the 6. A few other faint traces rarely show. 

Newcomb 8 is Common, but less so than several other varieties of 1826. In the 
lower grades this variety is vastly overrated. It is rather frequently seen unattributed. 
Above Fine it is quite scarce, prohibitively so near Uncirculated. 

1828 

One die, comprising the two varieties of 1828 (N-6,7 ) has long been called the 
”1828 Over 1888". This misnomer is quite justifiable, as this recut date has the mis- 
placed underfigure farther from its correct positifn than on any other large cent. The 
first 8 was originally punched much too far right and nearly its complete outline can be 
seen bridging the space between the overcut 82. 

The misplaced 8 is seen strongest on N-7, which was the first marriage of this 
die. Many specimens of N-7 and all of N-6 show a die break through the 28 and the 
thirteenth star. The die was lapped and set aside between the two marriages, and as a 
result specimens of N-6 show the undercut 8 weaker and many more rust pits (lumps in 
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OVERDATES - PLATE 6 




1839 Over I 836 
Newcomb 1 


the field) than on the N-7. The reverse of N-6 has the tip of the thirteenth leaf under 
the right edge of the final S in STATES, while this leaf tip is between the S and O on the 
reverse of N-7. 

Both Newcomb 6 and N-7 are Common in all grades except Uncirculated, Newcomb 
6 is seen about twice as often as N-7. These are recut dates only. 

1833 


One variety of 1833 is commonly called the "Horned 8". This popular variety 
(N-5) has the 8 heavily recut, having first been punched into the die l/4 mm. too high 
(over ten per cent of its height ). Worn or weakly-struck specimens do not show the 
faint curve connecting the "horns" on the 8. 

Because of the peculiar shape of the new-style 8 introduced in late 1828 ('28 N-10 
and all dies from 1829 through 1840 Large Date ) this variety has been called an "8 Over 
S" which it somewhat resembles. The underfigure is actually another 8, identical to the 
overfigure. 

The "Horned 8" is Common in all grades and is not an overdate. 

1835 

Newcomb 13 of 1835 has the 5 heavily recut below. One 1835 obverse die (N-1,9) 
originated in 1834, as evidenced by the knobbed 3 which is seen on all cents of 1830-1834 
but on no others after this period. The die was prepared with an incompleted date so 
there is no underfigure, and this obverse is not an overdate. Even though the recutting 
on this die is nearly as obvious as that on the 1833 "Horned 8", the recut 1835 is not as 
well known as the '33, probably because of its rarity. (Compare the 3's on the "Horned 
8" with the 3 on N-13, as shown on the Plate, The Large 8 and Stars are also character- 
istic of 1834 dies. ) 

This die is easily identified at arm's length as it is the only die of 1835 that is 
heavily broken through the base of the date. The only other 1835 obverse die broken 
this way (N-5, 6, 11) has the crack less pronounced. The two longer denticles under 1 
are also particular to N-13. 

Newcomb 13 is quite scarce. Johnson lists it at R5, which seems close. There 
appears to have been only one specimen sold at auction since 1961, but this writer has 
seen three in one dealer's stock. This is probably an R4 variety. Its population is 
augmented by a half dozen or so Proof specimens. 

1839 Over 1836 

The most controversial overdate of the entire large cent series is Newcomb 1 of 
1839, the famous "1839 Over 1836". Its overdate status was disputed at least as early 
as 1872, and the dispute was not settled until the mid-1950's. Indeed, many still dis- 
claim this variety as an overdate. Newcomb considered the "Closed 9" as a die break. 
Others have called it "die crumbling", "die gouge", or even "9 over inverted 9", but 
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the collecting public has continued to buy this variety as "1839 Over 6". All of those who 
argued against the overdate status of this variety chose to minimize, or even to ignore, 
its most obvious feature. 

From 1835 to 1837 the "New Head" continued to use the Plain Hair Cords first intro- 
duced in 1816. In 1837 the hair bands were replaced with strings of beads, both types 
appearing in that year. All dies after 1837 have the Beaded Cords — with one exception. 
Like the 1800 Over 1798 with its outdated Style I Hair, the 1839 Over 6 cent appears with 
a hair style that had been discontinued two years before. 

The only logical explanation for this inconsistency is that offered for the 1800 Over 
1798 — an old, unused die was stamped with the current date and put to work. The 
1839 N-L obverse die originated in 1835, 1836, or 1837 and lay unused until 1839. This 
is corroborated by Sheldon's observation (published by Breen) that the punch used for the 
1 on this die is the same as that used on 1837 Plain Cords dies and appears broken 
(blunted) on some 1838's. It differs from all 1839 punches in that it has a longer serif, 
a lower peak, and appears wider in relation to its height. With new dies being prepared 
in 1837 and 1838, why was this die not used until 1839? The only reasonable hypothesis 
is that it had been misplaced. 

With the origin of the 1839 N-l obverse die pinned down to the 1835-1837 period, 
the one question that determines its status arises: "Was the die originally prepared with 
a completed date ?" Herein lies the crux of the 1839 Over 1836 controversy. 

The line closing the loop of the 9 cannot be die crumbling, as it is too regular on 
early die state specimens. Later struck specimens do show this line to widen and be 
obscured by die crumbling. A die crack sounds illogical, and the "crack” does not extend 
into the rim and is too wide and well-defined in the 9 not to show elsewhere. A "die 
gouge" (graver slip) is a possibility, but hardly sounds reasonable as the date characters 
were punched in, not engraved. An "inverted 9" does sound reasonable, but it certainly 
is a great coincidence that this particular error should "happen" to occur on a die with 
the 1836 head. 

This leaves the possibility that the mark closing the 9 is actually the remnant of 
an undercut 6. On the finest known examples of early die state specimens only, traces 
of the top of a 6 can be seen within the loop of the 9; sometimes part of the circle of the 
6 is faintly visible at the right, and all better specimens show three horizontal scratches 
in this area, apparently inflicted in the attempt to efface the 6. These traces con- 
clusively eliminate all possibilities except that the 9 on Newcomb 1 is cut over either a 
6 or an inverted 9, which would appear identical to a 6. Of these two possibilities, the 
former seems by far the more logical. 

The 1839 Overdate shares the same reverse with both Silly Head varieties and 
was the first-struck of this triad. (The names of the 1839 Heads probably originated 
with W. E. Woodward and were later popularized by David Prosky .) This variety is 
usually found with the die perfect (State I), occasionally with a horizontal die break from 
between the third and fourth stars to Miss Liberty's eye (State II), and even less fre- 
quently with this crack continuing across the head, through the eleventh star to the 
rim (State III). 
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The 1839 Over 1836 is Very Scarce, probably lower Rarity 4 or upper R3. In 1964 
Breen published an estimate of 100 to 130 specimens of N-l, while Johnson considers this 
variety to be Rarity 1 in State I, R2 in State II, and R4 in State III. Its actual population 
probably lies between 150 and 250 specimens, Most of these are well worn and above 
Fine N-l is quite rare, prohibitively so near Uncirculated. 

A hoard of twenty-nine specimens of this variety was broken up in 1915 when 
Henry Chapman sold the W.A.P. Thompson collection. Of these, eighteen were State I, 
eight were State II, and three were State III. Only two were better than VG. Another 
small hoard of six specimens of this variety was sold with the C. H. Steam's collection 
by Mayflower in 1966. None exceeded VG. Die states were not listed. The high prices 
asked for nicer specimens of the 1839 Over 1836 appear to be well justified. 

(To be continued) 


PENNY PERSONALS 

DENIS LORING, EAC 11, recently won the interhouse heavyweight wrestling tournament 
at Harvard College, Cambridge, Massachusetts; and he also was asked to manage the 

varsity wrestling team at Harvard next year SHIRLEY BLOOD, wife of 

CHARLES BLOOD, EAC 48, presented her husband with the EAC token as a Father's 

Day gift a novel idea! RAYMOND CHATHAM, EAC 145, P. O. Box 272, 

Lawson, Missouri, 64062, announced that he had just "retired" from CHATHAM 
Blankets Company, 111 West 40th St., New York City, 10018. Ray spent the first three 
weeks of June at Roaring Gap, North Carolina; plans to vacation in Florida during the 

coming winter * WILLARD C. BLAI3DELL, EAC 161, informs us that he helped 

Howard R. Newcomb to write U.S. COPPER CENTS 1816-1857 - he owns a copy, 

naturally! ALLEN CORSON, EAC 155, spends a lot of his spare time in 

numismatic work; he does attributions in Florida for a number of dealers; he instructs 
adults and some children in large cents; he runs a summer coin class for children and 

a winter one for adults; and he prepares and issues several coin bulletins 

CHARLES L. RUBY, EAC 159, is a past president of the Numismatic Association of 


Southern California and a member of the Board for that Society MAURICE 

GOULD, EAC 95, is in charge of the educational forum for the 77th annual convention 
of the ANA to be held August 20-24 in San Diego, California Although EAC has 


not heard from HARRISON KING, EAC 88, since his operation, a letter from him appeared 
in COIN WORLD'S "Letters to the Editors" column on May 15. Welcome back to 

numismatics, Harrison! MAT TAVARES, EAC 127, recently received an ANA 

Educational Award which was presented to him by President Sherm Altshuler of the 
Stoneham (Massachusetts) Coin Club. 


- 140 - 


A CHRONOLOGICAL INDEX TO 
"COPPER COINAGE, TOKENS, ETC., IN THE "RED BOOK" 

This index is based on the 20th edition of "A guide Book of United States Coins," by 
R. S. Yeoman, familiarly known as the "Red Book." Paging in the Red Book varies little, 
if at all, from edition to edition, which means that the index can be relied on, at least 
approximately, over a number of new editions (or old ones, too). 

For the purpose of the index, "copper" coinage has been taken to include brass 
and bronze, but does not include the cupronickel alloy of 75% copper - 25% nickel used 
for striking three-cent and five-cent U.8. coinage. Pieces listed as having been struck 
in brass are identified, but no attempt has been made to distinguish between "copper" and 
bronze, as the actual purity of the former metal, when used for coinage, was subject to 
much variation and may sometimes have contained less actual copper content than the 95% 
in the standard coinage bronze. 

The descriptions of some few coins in the Red Book fail to include mention of the 
metal in which struck. In these cases, the indexer has inferred, from denomination and/or 
size, the probable metal of striking. If this inference indicated copper, the coin is indexed 
here. 


Dates listed are those given in or assumed by the Red Book. Dates in parentheses 
indicate that the coin itself bears no date. 


Date 

Brief Description 

Denomination 

Remarks 

Page 

(1616) 

Sommer Islands coinage 

shilling, six- 
pence, three- 
pence, twopence 

silvered brass 

13 

(1650) 

New England stiver 

stiver 


49 

(1658) 

Baltimore coinage 

penny 


17 

(1678) 

St. Patrick coinage 

halfpenny 


18 

(1678) 

n M tt 

farthing 

some w. brass plugs 

18 

1694 

Elephant tokens 

halfpenny 


44-45 

(ca. 1700) 

New Yorke token 

uncerta in 

birass 

48 

1700 

Hibernia-Voce Populi token 

halfpenny 

probably struck 1760 

50 

1714 

Gloucester tokens 

shilling 

brass 

40 

1721 

French Colonies 

sou 


38 

1722 

TT U 

sou 


38 

(1722) 

Rosa Americana 

twopence 


19 

1722 

IT H 

twopence , 

penny, 

halfpenny 


19 

1722 

Hibernia (Wood's) 

halfpenny 


21 

1723 

Rosa Americana 

twopence , 

penny, 

halfpenny 


20 

1723 

Hibernia 

halfpenny, 

farthing 


21-22 

1724 

Rosa Americana 

twopence , 
“ penny 


20-21 
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1724 

1733 

(1737) 

1737 

1739 

1760 

;1766 

1767 

1773 

1776 

1776 

1776 

1776 

1778- 1 ; 

1781 

1783 

1783 

(1783) 

1783 

1783 

1783 

1784 

(1785) 

1785 

1785 

1785 

1785 

1785 

(1786) 

1786 

1786 

1786 

1786 

1786 

1786 

1787 

1787 

1787 

1787 

1787 


Hibernia 

Rosa Americana 
Higley coppers 

f! U 

M n 

Hibernia-Voce Populi 

Pitt tokens 

French Colonies 
Virginia halfpenny 

New Hampshire coppers 

Massachusetts Pine Tree 
Massachusetts halfpenny 
Continental dollar 
Rhode Island token 
North American token 
Nova Constellatio coppers 
Georgius Triumpho token 
Washington Double Head 
Washington Military Bust 
Washington Draped Bust 
Washington Unity States 
Washington Ugly Head 
Bar cent 

Connecticut cents 
Vermont cents 
Nova Constellatio coppers 
Immune Columbia cents 
Confede ratio cents 
New Jersey cents 

n it ii 

Connecticut cents 
New York cents 
Vermont cents 
Nova Constellatio coppers 
Confede ratio cent 
Connecticut cents 
Massachusetts coppers 

New Jersey cents 
New York cents 
Vermont cents 
Auctori Plebis token 
Fugio cents 
Connecticut cents 
Massachusetts coppers 


halfpenny, 


22 

farthing 

twopence 


21 

threepence 


41 

threepence 


41 

threepence 


41 

halfpenny, 


50 

farthing 

halfpenny. 


50 

farthing 

some in brass 


sou 


38-39 

"penny," 


46 

halfpenny 

uncerta in 


22 

(two sizes) 

"cent" 


31 

halfpenny 


31 

"dollar" 

some in brass 

35 

medal 

some in brass 

51 

uncertain 

believed struck later 

49 

"cent" 


36-37 

uncertain 


46 

cent 


52 

"cent" 


51 

"cent" 


52 

cent 

earliest dated cent 

52 

"cent" 


52 

"cent" 


43 

"cent" 


27 

"cent" 


23,38 

"cent" 


37 

"cent" 


38 

"cent" 


39 

"cent" 


33 

"cent" 


33-34 

"cent" 


28 

"cent" 


25 

"cent" 


23 

"cent" 


37 

"cent" 


39 

"cent" 


29-30 

cent, 

denominations 

32 

half cent 

shown 


"cent" 


34 

"cent" 


25-27 

"cent" 


23-24 

uncertain 


47 

"cent" 


56-57 

"cent" 


30 

cent, 


32 

half cent ■ 
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1788 

New Jersey cents 

"cent" 

1788 

Vermont cents 

"cent" 

1789 

Mott tokens 

uncertain 

1791 

Washington pieces 

cent, 

halfpenny 

(1792) 

"Washington Born Virginia" 

"cent" 

(1792-6) 

Kentucky tokens 

"cent" 

1792 

Washington pieces 

cent, 

half dollar 

1792 

United States Mint issues 

cent 

half disme 
quarter dollar 

1793 

Washington halfpenny 

halfpenny 

1793 

United States Mint issues 

half cent 
cent 

1794 

Talbot, Allum & Lee 

cent 

1794 

Franklin Press 

"cent" 

1794 

United States Mint issues 

half cent 
cent 

(1795) 

Washington pieces 

"penny, " 
tokens 

1795 

Talbot, Allum & Lee 

"cent" 

1795 

Washington pieces 

"cent, " 
"halfpenny" 

1795 

United States Mint issues 

half cent 
cent 

1796 

Myddelton tokens 

uncertain 

1796 

Copper Co. of Upper Canada 

uncertain 

1796 

Castorland medal 

medal 

1796 

United States Mint issues 

half cent 
cent 

1797 

It It II " 

half cent 
cent 

1798 

II 11 1! I' 

cent 

1799 

11 11 H I' 

cent 

1800 

11 It 11 II 

half cent 
cent 

1801 

II II 1! 11 

cent 

1802 

1! 1! It " 

half cent 
cent 

1803 

11 I! II II 

half cent 
cent 

1804 

II It It II 

half cent 
cent 

1805 

II II II I' 

half cent 
cent 

1806 

11 II II It 

half cent 
cent 

1807 

11 11 It II 

half cent 
cent 


34 

24 

43 

52- 53 

53 

47 

53- 54 

some with silver plug 58 


54 

liberty cap left 61 

three types 65-66 

43-44 

50 

liberty cap right 61 

67 

55 


44 

54-55 


some in brass 

61-62 

67 
47 

same obverse as above 48 

51 

62 

two types 67-68 

62 

68 
68 
69 

draped bust 62 

69 

69 
62 

70 
62 

70 
63 

restrikes known 70-71 

63 

71 
63 
71 
63 

71-72 
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1808 


United States Mint issues half cent ' 

cent 


1809 


IT ?f H T? 

half cent 
cent 

1810 


H ?? n n 

half cent 
cent 

1811 


?! ?! ?! »? 

half cent 
cent 

1812- 

14 

U T ? ?? t! 

cent 

1816- 

20 

?! ! ? ?! H 

cent 

1820- 

23 

IT T? ?! ? ? 

cent 

1824 


IT T! 1? ?? 

cent 

1825 


I! ? T ?? ?? 

half cent 
cent 

1826 


H ?! ?? ?? 

half cent 
cent 

1827 


II IT ?? ? ? 

cent 

1828 


n n ?? n 

half cent 
cent 

1829 


It ?? ?? ?? 

half cent 
cent 

1830 


If ?! II ?? 

cent 

1831 


?! II ? ? 1? 

half cent 
cent 

1832 


1! II ?? ?? 

half cent 
cent 

1832 


Hard Times tokens 

"cent" 

1833 


United States Mint issues 

half cent 
cent 

1833 


Hard Times tokens 

"cent" 

1834 


United States Mint issues 

half cent 
cent 

1834 


Hard Times tokens 

"cent" 

1835 


United States Mint issues 

half cent 
cent 

1835 


Hard Times tokens 

"cent" 

1836 


United States Mint issues 

half cent 
cent 

1836 


Hard Times tokens 

"cent" 

1837 


United States Mint issues 

cent 

1837 


Hard Times tokens 

"half cent 
"cent" 


1838 

United States Mint 

issues 

cent 

1838 

Hard Times tokens 


"cent" 

1839 

United States Mint 

issues 

cent 

1840 

II 1! ” 

M 

half cent 


cent 
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63 

turban head 72 

turban head 64 

72 

64 

73 

restrikes known 64 

73 

(each year) 73 

(each year) coronet 74 

(each year) 75 


restrikes of 1823 known 

76 

64 

76 

64 

76 

77 
64 
77 
64 
77 
77 


proof only; restrikes 64 

77 

64 

77 

Low #s 1-4, 165-67 245 

64 

77 

Low #s 5, 72-76 245 

64 

78 

Low #s 6-16, 77-86, 

168-69, 173 245 

64 

78 

Low #s 87-101, 174-76 245 

proof only; restrikes 64 

78 

Low #s 102-6, 177-78 245 

79 

Low #49 64 

Low #s 17-48, 50-53, 

107-44, (145-64 ?), 


170-71, 179-80, 183? 245 

79 

Low #s 54-55 245 

two types 7 9 

proof only; restrikes 65 

braided hair type 

80 


1840 

1841 


Hard Times tokens 
United States Mint issues 

1841 Hard Times tokens 

1842 United States Mint issues 


1842 Hard Times tokens 

1843 United States Mint issues 

1844-47 " ” ” " 

1847 Hawaii 

1848 United States Mint issues 


1849 Mass, and Calif. Co. 
1850-51 United States Mint issues 


1852 

1853-54 

1855 


It II It H 


tt It II H 


u n ii 


1856 


1857 

1857 

1857-58 


n 


n 

IT 


ti 

n 


M 


1859 

1860 
1861 
1861 


It 

IT 

II 

11 

tf 

II 

II 

IT 

n 

II 

II 

11 


Confederacy patterns 


1861 Civil War tokens 

1862 United States Mint issues 

1862 Civil War tokens 

1863 United States Mint issues 

1863 Civil War tokens 

1864 United States Mint issues 


1864 Civil War tokens 


"cent" 

Low #s 56-57, 172 

245 

half cent 

proof only; restrikes 

65 

cent 


80 

"cent" 

Low #s 58-71 

245 

half cent 

proof only; restrikes 

65 

cent 


80 

"cent" 

Low #s 181-82 

245 

half cent 

proof only; restrikes 

65 

cent 


80 

half cent 

proofs only; restrikes 

65 

cent 

(both denom, each year) 

81 

"cent" 


248 

half cent 

proof only; restrikes 

65 

cent 


81 

half cent 

proof restrikes known 

65 

cent 


81 

ten dollars 

brass 

244 

half cent 


65 

cent 


81 

half cent 

proof only; restrikes 

65 

cent 


81 

half cent 


65 

cent 


81 

half cent 


65 

cent 


82 

half cent 


65 

cent 

regular issue 

82 

cent 

flying eagle patterns 

83 

half cent 

last of series 

65 

cent 

last large cent 

82 

cent 

flying eagle type, 



88 copper: 12 nickel 

83 

cent 

Indian head/laurel wr. 

84 

cent 

Indian head/oak wreath 

84 

cent 


84 

cent 

proofs only, copper - 
nickel; copper re- 
strikes known 

247 

cent, two 

many types, some in 

246 

cents 

brass 


cent 


84 

cent, two 

as above 

246 

cents 

cent 


84 

cent, two 

as above 

246 

cents 

cent 

copper-nickel 

84 

cent 

bronze 

84-85 

two cents 


91 

cent, two 

as before 

246 


cents 


145 - 


1865-73 

United States 

Mint 

issues 

, » 

cent 


85 





two cents 

proofs only, 1873 

91 

1874-98 

n ft 

IT 

n 

cent 


85 

1899-1902 

tf ft 

It 

tt 

cent 


86 

1903-08 

tf II 

II 

1 1 

cent 


86 

1903-08 

Philippines 



half centavo 

only issues 

250 





centavo 


250 

1909 

United States 

Mint 

issues 

cent 

two types 

86 

1909 

Philippines 



centavo 


250 

1910-13 

United States 

Mint 

issues 

cent 


86 

1910-13 

Philippines 



centavo 


250 

1914-28 

United States 

Mint 

issues 

cent 


87 

1914-28 

Philippines 



centavo 


250 

1929-34 

United States 

Mint 

issues 

cent 


88 

1929-34 

Philippines 



centavo 


250 

1935 

United States 

Mint 

issues 

cent 


88 

1935 

Alaska tokens 


five dollars 

brass 

249 





ten dollars 

brass 

249 

1935 

Philippines 



centavo 


250 

1936-44 

United States 

Mint 

issues 

cent 

struck in steel, 1943 

88 

1936-44 

Philippines 



centavo 

new reverse, 1937 

250 

1944-56 

United States 

Mint 

issues 

cent 


89 

1957 -date 

II 11 

II 

T! 

cent 

new reverse, 1959 

90 

1 965 -date 

II It 

II 

It 

dime, quar- 

copper core with cop- 

114 





ter dollar 

per-nickel cladding 

125 


(Note: The indexer would have liked to have listed the Fuld numbers for each of the four 

years of issue of Civil War tokens, as he listed the Low numbers for the Hard Times tokens. 
The great number of types, varieties, and mulings in this series makes such a task extra- 
ordinarily difficult. ) 

- Compiled by Charles E. Funk, Jr., EAC #59 
************ 

SUGGESTED ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY 

As suggested by Warren A. Lapp, EAC 33: 

BRING OUT YOUR DEAD by J. H. Powell. Published in 1949 by 
University of Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia 304 pages. 

A graphic and vivid account of the great plague of yellow fever in 
Philadelphia during 1793. 

As suggested by Denis Loring, EAC 11, who notes that the following are the 
all-important sources of material for the years cited: 

THE UNITED STATES CENTS OF THE YEARS 1798-1799 by George H. 

Clapp Sewickler, Pennsylvania. 1931. Sells for about $15. to $20. 

THE UNITED STATES CENTS OF THE YEARS 1801 - 1802 - 1803 
by Howard R. Newcomb, Detroit. 1925. Sells for about 
$30. to $40. 
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OBVERSES 'AND REVERSES 


THE EAC TOKEN AND THE A.N.S. - Henry Grunthal, Curator of European and Modern 
Coins for the American Numismatic Society, Broadway between 155th and 156th Streets, 
New York City, 10032, recently requested that the EAC furnish the A.N.S. with one of its 
tokens for inclusion in the Society's Museum and Coin Collection. Photographs of the token 
had been previously furnished the Society by Herb Silberman. 

ATTRIBUTION OF LARGE CENTS - Willard C. Blaisdell, EAC 161, 846 Magie Avenue, 
Elizabeth, New Jersey, 07208, advises that he will be happy to assist EAC members in 
attributing their die varieties of large cents. If interested, please contact him by mail . . . 
no personal visits, please ! Mr. Blaisdell is also a member of the ANA, #4565. 

NATHAN GOLD MEMORIAL AWARD FOR 1968 - The Nathan Gold Memorial Award for 
1968, established in 1961 by NUMISMATIC NEWS of Iola, Wisconsin to help perpetuate the 
aims and collecting ideals of the late Nathan Gold, one of the country's foremost pioneers 
in currency research, has been awarded to Eric P. Newman of St. Louis, Missouri. Mr. 
Newman received the award for his monumental work on the currency of our Colonial 
period - "The Early Paper Money of America" - published in 1967. In 1958 Mr. Newman 
established the Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society to assist others in re- 
search and writing projects in this field. Copies of each issue of PENNY-WISE are for- 
warded to this institution for preservation and future information. 

SAN FRANCISCO MINT - Capt. Gordon Harnack, EAC 102, had an article on "Lincoln 
Cent Multi-Punched Mint Mark Die Varieties" published in the NUMISMATIC SCRAPBOOK 
MAGAZINE for May 25, 1968, pages 737-746. Thirty quality photographic blow-ups of 
Harnack's "coin portraits" were used to illustrate the article. Continuation of the article 
will appear in a subsequent issue. This was the first SCRAPBOOK to be offset printed 
and was published in Sidney, Ohio, the home of COIN WORLD. 

WAYTE RAYMOND PUBLICATIONS - Frank and Laurese Katen, of P. O. Box 4271, 
Takoma Park Station, Washington, D. C. 20012, specialists in numismatic literature and 
coins of the world, have announced the appointment of their firm as sole distributor for 
the Wayte Raymond publications. Included in these are many monographs by WALTER 
BREEN, which appeared in Raymond's "Coin Collector" and "Coin Collector Journal" 
series. 

INVENTORY CARDS - Coin inventory cards which help a collector to know what coins 
he has, what they are worth, and what coins he is seeking, are now available. Any 
twelve cards with printed dates, plus a vinyl folder, retail for $1. , or you can obtain 
twenty printed cards without the folder for $1. If interested, contact Unicoin, P. O. Box 
3247 , Van Nuys , California , 91407 . 

COMMENT ON EAC TOKEN - Paul Munson, EAC 83, wrote: "I'm wondering why 

the old gal couldn't have looked a little happier, otherwise I like it! ( People said the same 
thing in 1793. )" 
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EARLY AMERICAN CENTS - one of the EAC? members who prefers to remain anonymous 
recently gifted one of our teenage members who is a very avid and interested large cent 
collector with a copy of EARLY AMERICAN CENTS by Dr. Sheldon. Also sent with the 
book were two 1807 large cents. A very noble gesture, that - and a fine way to help 
along a young and enthusiastic collector. 

THE 1804 CENT TURNS UP AGAIN - J. M. Cooper, EAC 46, offers an additional tip 
for determining whether or not an 1804 cent is genuine. He observes that the last S in 
STATES is very close to the O in OF, a proximity not found on any other cent reverse 
from 1800 through 1807. (Check plates in PENNY WHIMSY or any auctioa catalogue for 
examples. ) Cooper adds that the 1801, 1803, and the 1807 cents were the ones most 
commonly used in altering the date to 1804, but that one must also beware of electrotype 
reproductions. In Cooper’s experience, two out of three fake 1804's have been electro- 
types. (Electrotypes have almost always been copied from genuine specimens. ) "The 
percentage is just the reverse for fake 1799's," says Cooper, "inasmuch as the 1798 cent 
could be easily altered to a 1799. " 

HELP NEEDED IN ATTRIBUTING - J. M. Cooper, EAC 46, 1110 Oklahoma Street, 
Kannapolis, North Carolina, 28081 wants advice or help from any EAC member in 
attributing an 1846 small date large cent, EF condition, which has the many fine lines on 
the reverse as described for the Newcomb 5. However, these lines pass through the TE 
of STATES rather than the S as described by Newcomb. The coin also has cracks about 
STATES and OF resembling the 1846 N-15. There is no line uniting the right side of E 
in CENT. 

REGARDING ARTICLE ON 1804 HALF CENTS: Howard Haze lcorn writes: "I wish 

to apologize to Mr. Walter Breen and all others concerned for not listing credit due 
them at the time the article was printed. The article was compiled from notes obtained 
over the last five or six years and no claim to original research was intended. The follow- 
ing were my sources of information: 

1. THE UNITED STATES HALF CENTS E. Gilbert 1916 

2. U.S. HALF CENTS 1793-1857 Q. David Bowers and James F. Ruddy 1962 

3. Plates from the E. Gilbert text (Green reprint) 

4. Notes attributed to Mr. Walter Breen 

5. G. Jon Hanson 

6. Alan Weinberg 

I have recently been informed by Mr. Walter Breen and Mr. Paul Munson that the 
condition census which I gave is grossly inaccurate. I will attempt, with Mr. Breen's 
help, to correct the errors and report back at a later date." 

BLUE RIDGE NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION - Don't forget the BRNA Convention to be 
held in Macon, Georgia on August 1-4. It will be a great show! 

RESIGNATION - 1st Sgt. Robert L. Bishop, EAC 55, writes: "I am hereby tendering my 

resignation. I have had to completely abandon my numismatic activities while stationed here 
in East Africa, and will remain here in Nairobi, Kenya in a civilian job after my tour of 
duty with the U.S. Embassy. My Marine Corps retirement and the end of my duty tour co- 
inc ide . 

I appreciated the item in the May 15 issue of PENNY-WISE and am glad to relate 
that several club members have taken advantage of my offer." (Editor's Note: Resignation 
accepted, with regrets. ) 
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UNLISTED VARIETIES 


In June, 1961 the first issue of "The Metropolitan Numismatic Journal" was issued 
in very limited quantity. The 16-page printed journal was edited by Walter Breen from 
text supplied by him and C. Lynn Glaser. The second issue was mimeographed, called 
simply "Numismatic Journal", and only a few hundred were issued. The third and final 
issue was still more limited in quantity and consisted of a reprint of THE NUMISMATIST, 
Volume 1, Number 1, the text of which had been prepared by Glaser. 

Mr. Breen has suggested that PENNY-WISE might like to cite some unlisted 
Sheldon varieties noted in Issues No. 1 and 2, and has given his permission to do so. 

In the first issue, Walter Breen reported a new sub-variety of 1794 cent in which 
the planchet had been impressed with the so-called edge device of 1793 (ONE HUNDRED 
FOR A DOLLAR in small letters and a leaf after DOLLAR with stem and tip pointing 
down) exactly as on S-17a, 18a, and 19a. However, for some unknown reason, the 
planchet went, not to the coining press, but back to the edge -lettering machine after the 
new edge device of 1794 (with larger letters and an upward-pointing leaf after DOLLAR) 
had been installed. As a result the coin shows both edge devices simultaneously. Inas- 
much as it is the only S-20 to show the edge device of 1793, it must be counted as a new 
sub-variety. 

There are various 1794's known with edge lettering partly or wholly double- 
struck, more often overlapping due to slippage (the ONE HUNDRED A DOLLAR blunders 
fall into this category), or even missing. But, as Breen noted in his report, the coin cited 
is the only one yet reported with two complete and different edge devices simultaneously 
present. The coin confirms a suspicion long held by Dr. Sheldon that the S-20 might 
exist with this edge device, now that S-17, 18, and 19 are all known to exist with both. 

The new varieties cited in the second issue are as follows, as quoted by Breen: 

"The next to come up for consideration are two enigmatic overstrikes. One is an S-191 
cent of 1800, from the J. S. Jenks and G. H. Clapp collection, and now in ANS. It is 
struck over an obverse brockage of an entirely different 1800 cent, variety uncertain 
but probably an S-197 perfect die as it is most like that obverse. If this coin proves any- 
thing, it proves that the order of emission given in PENNY WHIMSY is strictly a stylistic 
thing, or at best (other than among linked dies where die breaks afford proof of actual 
emission sequence) the order of manufacture of dies, which is doubtless sometimes 
different from the order in which they were put to use. (Sorry, Capt. Wright, I mis- 
remembered. ) 

The other overstrike has not been located, but since it appeared in two different 
Chapman auctions described in the same way, one can assume that some such piece 
exists. It is a 1796 Liberty Cap cent overstruck on a (1796? ) draped bust cent. It is 
supposedly VG by turn-of -the -century standards, which might make it anywhere from 
grade 6 to 15 or better. It first showed up in the Charles Gilpin collection (Chapman 
Bros. , July 9, 1897, lot 453) and later was in the Thompson-Foster Ely auction of 
1915, lot 1597. Probably it means that after the yellow fever epidemic in 1796, after 
the Mint re-opened, the coiners snatched up old dies, perhaps rusted or broken, to 
save the time of making new ones . And I would be willing to bet money that the undertype 
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is itself a freak, probably off center. The Mint people called these "spoiled" cents 
and often rolled them down to make half cent flans. " 

Breen notes that this last piece has still not yet turned up. 

************ 


A PHILADELPHIA NATIVE SPEAKS - Alan Shindler, EAC 128, wrote: "I read with 

keen interest the article on "The Yellow Fever Epidemics in Philadelphia". The article 
interested me for many reasons: first, because I was born in Philadelphia at 5th and 

Spruce, just a few blocks from where the epidemic started; second, because my family 
then moved to 7th and Green Streets, just about six blocks from the first Mint; and 
third, because I attended Central High School where a Dr. Good, one of my history 
teachers, wrote a book about Dr. Benjamin Rush. In the area where the yellow fever 
epidemic ran rampant, I used to play, walk, and visit there many times during my child- 
hood - this area was my stamping grounds. The article brought back many childhood 
memories and a realization of how far apart people are and yet how close they are. " 

ELONGATED CENTS - Dottie Dow recently issued an elongated cent paying tribute to 
Maurice M. Gould's fifty years in numismatics. Specimens can be obtained from Dottie 
Dow, Box 5238, Phoenix, Arizona, 85010 for fifty cents. 

NATIONAL RECOGNITION - The Sunday N. Y. TIMES carried pictures of the EAC 
token, obverse and reverse, and told about the EAC. Maurice M. Gould, in writing on 
large cents in the first issue of THE COIN COLLECTOR AND SHOPPER, also spoke 
of the EAC and gave plaudits to our Bulletin, PENNY-WISE. Thank you! 


Next Issue: For lack of space, the following have been held over to the next issue: 

"The Directors of the Mint During the Period of Large Cent 
Production" (3 parts) 

"The Use of Stars on Large Cents and Other U. S. Coins" 

"Mutilated Large Cents" 

"Unlisted Die States and Varieties" as collected from auction catalogues 
and mail bid sale catalogues. 

Conclusion of Capt. Wright's article on the Overdates. 
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SWAPS ANiS sales 


Herbert A. Silberman, 174 Maplewood Avenue, Maplewood, New Jersey 07040 

For trade, need an S-124, 125, 160, 177, 178, 217, 218, or sell for price quoted: 


1797 

S-121 

R3 

VG 

Perfect obverse 

$20. 

1798 

S-146 

R6 

A/G 

Reverse better 

$12. 

1798 

8-147 

R6 

F 

Quite rough 

$22. 

1800/99 

S-192 

R4 

VF plus 


$35. 


************* 


Paul Munson, 133 Roxbury Street, Keene, New Hampshire 03431 

Wants to acquire: 1802 NC-1, NC-2, S-234, 235, 238. 

1803 S-250, NC-1, S-262, 263, 264. 

Fractional currency: Lincoln 50£ 

Also small notes whose serial numbers end in 465. (Munson's ANA 
No. is LM 465 and his SPMC No. is 1465) Particularly anxious to acquire small notes 
with the serial numbers 00000465, of which he already has two such. 

************* 

Wendell Lutz, 350 S. Grant, West Lafayette, Indiana, 47906 

Wants to acquire a 1795 large cent, any common variety, in VF 20 or 25; and 
also an 1807 large cent, also common variety in VF 25 or better. 

WANTED WANTED 1793 LARGE CENTS WANTED WANTED 

Any grade. Ship, or write for price, or state your asking price. 

No limit on purchases. 

Allan E. Schoenberger, 12920 Nicollet Avenue, Burnsville, Minnesota, 55378 

************* 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


*^***^******** BU ying counterstamped U.S. LARGE CENTS*************** 

* 

* 

Send unwanted c/s U. S. Lg £ — invoiced, insured — for offer. Both * 

Sheldon and Newcomb items; also oddities. Held seven days pending * 

agreement. Postage refunded on buys. Slowest check in U. S. Free * 

attributions, you pay ret. post. & ins. * 

* 

* 


***** ALLEN CORSON, BOX 261, MIAMI, FLA. 33138.. EAC #155, ANA, ANS ***** 
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Jerry B. DeVorkin, P. O. Box 128, Mishawaka, Indiana 46544 


1794 

S-22 

25/12 

$ 86.00 

1795 

S-76b 

12/10 slight edge chip 

52.00 

1799 

S-189 

5/2 full 99's 

180.00 

1801 

S-221 

20/15 

26.00 

1806 

S-270 

25/12 

56.00 

1810 

S-281 

10/12 

26.00 

1812 

S-289 

10/8 

20.00 

1813 

S-293 

10/10 

42.00 

1823 

N-l 

Fine 12-15 

46.00 


Denis Loring, 160 Sackville Road, Garden City, N. Y. 11530 
Early Cents for sale: 

1797 S-138 G6 $ 9. 1798 S-187 G4/VG8 $ 7 

1808 S-277 VG7 $13. 1813 S-292 VF20/XF40 $65 

1798 S-176 R5 Obv. F15, Rev. VF20 Perfect dies (Sheldon: "Very 

rarely so ) 


I'll also trade . What do you have ? 

Need especially: S-190, 195, 198, 201, 228, 265, 274, NC-1 of 1802 & 1803. 
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